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Based on the musical project:
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. TIME TUNNELS

. WIND AROUND THE CENTURY

. SPIES AROUND THE WORLD

. IT DIDN'T HAPPEN IN HISTORY

. 1900 ELECTRIC

. 1910 MEDICINE

. 1911 HOLLYWOOD

. MOVIES, WAR AND PROPAGANDA
. TVS AND TRANSISTORS

10. SPIES REPRISE

11. WAY DOWN

12. 1973 ENERGY

13. COLD WAR COLA WARS

14. COMPUTER REVOLUTION MEDLEY
15. TUNEFUL EDUCATION
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Listen to the album at hitps://www.Sunsetrip.com

INTRODUCTION

You are entering a series of "time tunnels." Each tunnel is
a doorway to an era wrapped in entertainment, media,
economics and politics, all relating to the present. Time
tunnels can also be personal memories. These stories are
the pathways to how we got here today.

Time travel through time tunnels helps cleanse and clear
our lens about what we are going through as a society
today. The best way to have a clear understanding of how



things evolved is to construct a timeline that lists how
events unfolded in chronological order. Timelines are
scientific ways to express time tunnels, which are meant to
look artistic and emphasize certain themes.

My awareness of time tunnels goes back to when | was a
kid in 1971, when | started reading a World Almanac,
which listed all kinds of stats for the year. It was full of lists,
charts and photo collections that allowed me to learn
amazing information quickly.

| was particularly interested in timelines of history, such as
chronological lists of U.S. presidents and elections, the
most popular songs and movies of the year. Lists,
timelines and charts captivated me because of how much
information they conveyed on one page.

I’ve written this book to demonstrate how timelines and
other lists (even musical playlists) can empower
researchers. Everyone has their own personal timeline,
which can reveal an important sequence of events. Placed
next to a broader social timeline adds an artistic touch and
a chronological edge. My timeline has mainly been in
Sacramento, a city that reflects common themes of
American culture, but it’s also cutting edge

enough to be a test market for new products.

Record Stores as Cultural Hangouts



Tower Records, which started in Sacramento and grew to
be the second largest national record store chain in the
late twentieth century, provided a friendly atmospheric
hangout. Its collapse and disappearance was due to a
combination of borrowing too much money from Wall
Street with global ambitions, the rise of online
downloading via iTunes and the dominance of big box
stores.

From Horse Culture To Petro Power



Up until the 1990s, music delivery largely relied on plastic
products made from petrochemicals and delivered by
electric power. Prior to electric power, horse power was
the popular method of moving individuals, products and
mail from point A to B. Horse racing was one of the earliest
sports to gain a national following with the launch of the
Kentucky Derby in 1875. Eleven years later a Sacramento
horse named Ben Ali became the first derby winner from
California. It was owned by James Ben Ali Haggin, who
was originally from Kentucky but was attracted to the gold
rush.

Haggin’s business partner of a large mining company in
the 1850s was George Hearst, who went on to become
U.S. Senator from California (D-CA) and investor in the
Hearst media empire. He acquired the San Francisco
Examiner in 1880 then his son William Randolph Hearst
took over the paper in 1887 so that George could serve in
the Senate.

Haggin went on to be a famous horse breeder who won
hundreds of horse races around the world with over one
hundred horses. He died a multi-millionaire in 1914.

“James Ben Ali Haggin”
National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame
https://www.racingmuseum.org/hall-of-fame/pillar/james-ben-ali-haggin

Another early national sport was boxing, which was very



popular during the Great Depression with the rise of the
radio industry. Sacramentan Max Baer was the world
heavyweight champion in 1934 and 1935. He became a
movie star as his 1934 anti-nazi film The Prizefighter and
the Lady was banned in Germany.

His son, Max Baer, Jr., played Jethro on the #1 TV show
The Beverly Hillbillies, which ran from 1962 to 1971. The
popular TV series was about a southern family getting rich
from finding oil. But just as the show ended, America was
about to leave the gold standard and face an oil embargo
that made gas prices expensive. The solution would be a
deal with Saudi Arabia to turn oil into the new global
financial standard, forming the “petro-dollar.”

“A Gonzo Conversation with Max Baer, Jr.”
By T.J. Simers, Fore Magazine, October 23, 2017
https://www.foremagazine.com/profiles/a-gonzo-conversation-with-max-baer-jr/




Building the Modern Financial System

Sacramento was the center of the California gold rush
starting in 1849. The gold rush was promoted by President
James Polk and San Francisco journalist Sam Brannan,
who became the state's first millionaire. The gold rush
attracted businesses and individuals from all over the
world.

One of the big financial companies to grow from the
California gold rush was Wells Fargo, which started in San
Francisco then expanded to Sacramento. The bank
provided services to miners. The gold rush lasted through
about 1855. While several banks in the region went broke,
Wells Fargo survived.

“Wells Fargo - Staging & Banking in the Old West”
Legends of America
https://www.legendsofamerica.com/wells-fargo/

Although Sacramento is not known for financial empires, it
was the birthplace of Charles Schwab, who developed
online trading for consumers in 1996. He eventually
became a billionaire from his investment firm, which he
started in 1975. The company’s first branch was in
Sacramento, then as it expanded, its headquarters moved
to Texas.

“Our History”
Schwab
https://www.aboutschwab.com/history



From Wall Street to Sacramento

A not-as-remembered financial expert who relocated from
Wall Street to Sacramento was Richard Wykoff. He wrote
books about the stock market while trading and running an
early magazine about stocks. He developed trading
schemes from studying technical charts on stock price
action.

His ideas are still used today by top Wall Street investment
banks, brokers and hedge funds. It's called "the Wyckoff
method," but it's also known for several other names. It
basically lays out how stock prices move in phases that
include consolidation, mark ups or mark downs then
distribution or accumulation. This cycle repeats over and
over.

“WYCKOFF DISTRIBUTION
CHART "




Market makers, which are the big institutions that execute
most trades, accumulate (buy) stocks at low prices. Then
they distribute (sell) stocks at higher prices. Once the
upward trend fizzles, it fuses into another tight
consolidation range before moving back down to discount
levels. Wyckoff made millions off the market then moved
to his final home Sacramento during the Great
Depression. Understanding how the US financial system
grew over the years centers more on the relationship
between Wall Street and Washington DC.

Military Transformation of the Industrial World

During WWI, Mather AFB in Rancho Cordova near
Sacramento became one of the first three-dozen military
Air Force bases in America. In 1919 Lt. Colonel Dwight
Eisenhower, long before becoming a general or president,
visited Sacramento for the first U.S. military convoy across
the nation to evaluate wartime conditions. It led to
surveying the land to determine early American highways.

Following WWII, Mather became the only U.S. Air Force
Base to provide aerial navigation training for the military. It
was closed in 1993 by the Defense Department for
commercial redevelopment.

“Mather Air Force Base: Public Health Assessment”

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
https://archive.cdc.gov/www_atsdr_cdc_gov/hac/PHA/reports/mather2_09292000ca/
mat_p1.html



Economics Between World Wars

British economist John Maynard Keynes, who eventually
shaped FDR's "New Deal," served as an adviser to the UK
government during World War |. As a young man in his
early thirties, Keynes applied for an exemption as a
conscientious objector to the British military draft. His
exemption was granted, allowing him to continue his work
with the Treasury department.

In the conclusion of WWI, the Treaty of Versailles at the
Paris Peace Conference blamed Germany for the war and
demanded compensation. The punitive fees were so high
that the penalty literally bankrupted Germany during the
roaring twenties. Keynes published a book in 1919 called
The Economic Consequences of Peace, which warned,
"The policy of reducing Germany to servitude for a
generation, of degrading the lives of human beings, and of
depriving a whole nation of happiness should be abhorrent
and detestable."

Germany's depression and hyperinflation led to the rise of
the Nazi Party, headed by Adolf Hitler, who promised jobs
and a brighter economy. He used radio, film and his 1924
book Mein Kampfto build his base of followers by
attacking the Treaty of Versailles.



But a big part of the "reform" he sought involved
neutralizing the financial success of Jewish merchants. At
the core of Hitler's philosophy was a racist view that
people of "Aryan" descent (comprised of Indo-Europeans
with light skin color and typically blonde hair and blue
eyes) had superiority over non-Aryans.

While embracing the banner of "socialist workers," Hitler
opposed communism, calling it a "global Jewish
conspiracy." Nazis gained political power in the early
thirties, leading to Hitler's rise to Chancellor in 1933. One
of his closest advisers was Joseph Goebbels, who
oversaw Germany's Propaganda Ministry. Goebbels took
control of the news media

and the entertainment industry. He was heavily influenced
by American author Edward Bernays, who helped shape
the new world of blurred lines between news,
commercialism and government/media propaganda.

"Innovation in Cambridge"
By Katie MacDonald, Cambridge Historical Society
https://historycambridge.org/innovation/Edward%20Bernays.html

Climax of WWII

While Hitler planned to conquer as much of Europe as
possible, he also began locking up millions of Jews in
prison camps then ordering their deaths. He further tried to
control a new German culture by banning certain forms of
entertainment such as jazz.



It was not a complete national ban and allowed for
tolerance at local establishments. Nazis even used jazz to
back their propaganda messages, probably because of
the musical genre's enormous worldwide popularity. Nazis
would also rewrite the lyrics of popular jazz songs to
ridicule FDR and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill.
For the most part, Nazis viewed jazz as "degenerate art."

https://www.npr.org/2023/09/20/1200547564/swingtime-for-hitler-explores-the-nazis-
use-of-jazz-as-a-propaganda-tool

Nazi Germany's occupation of western and northern
France in 1940 lasted four years. The Nazis ran a
totalitarian government in the area and killed thousands of
French people. The 1944 Allied campaign known as
"Operation Overlord" marked a turning point in the war. It
was launched in Normandy, France on June 6, which is
now known as "D-Day." A key to victory involved the
destruction of German radar stations located on the
French coast.

An assassination attempt on Hitler failed on July 20, 1944.
A team of German civilian and military conspirators
infiltrated the German government known as the Third
Reich. The failed murder plan involved a colonel meeting
with Hitler and placing a briefcase with exposives inside
near the German dictator. A bomb went off, but Hitler
survived.



https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/the-july-20-1944-plot-to-assassinate-
adolf-hitler

1945: Mass Destruction Ends WWII

By September 1944 the Allied Forces, led by General
Dwight D. Eisenhower, had diminished Nazi control in
France as the French regained sovereignty.

Following FDR's sudden death in April 1945, successor
Harry Truman was in favor of ending World War Il quickly.
Right away, he was helped by the USSR's Red Army,
which marched into Berlin and defeated Hitler that

month, leading to Germany's surrender in May and Hitler's
apparent suicide. The defeat meant Nazis would stand trial
for the genocide of about six million Jewish citizens of
Germany.



Harry S Truman

Although Japan had already been defeated, in terms of
depleted military resources, its leaders had not yet
surrendered. Truman decided to force their surrender on
August 9, 1945 with the dropping of the atom bomb on
Japanese cities Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It killed
thousands of people.

"Decision to Drop the Atomic Bomb"

Harry S. Truman Library and Museum
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/presidential-inquiries/decision-drop-atomic-
bomb

Known as "The Manhattan Project," the a-bomb sent chills
around the world to leaders and citizens. Even the Soviets
were concerned they had been upstaged, as the United
States emerged as the world's leading military super



power. But the Soviets didn't back down. They began
developing their own weapons of mass destruction, as did
China, which engaged in a civil war from 1945 to 1949,
leading to its "communist" transformation.

This triangle of weapons giants led to what became known
as "The Cold War." Warnings about where this conflict
could lead were popularized by George Orwell's dystopian
fictional novel, 7984. He chose the title by flipping the last
two digits of the year it was written, 1948. It was released
the following year.

After the collapse of the Nazi regime, the United States
initiated the Marshall Plan, also known as the European
Recovery Program (ERP). It was named after U.S.
General George Marshall. This program provided billions
in funding to Western Europe for economic recovery and
reconstruction of areas destroyed by bombing. This plan
was in effect from 1948 to 1951. The Soviet Union refused
this funding and blocked Eastern Europe from receiving
the benefits.

Crowds Move West

World War I, like the gold rush, contributed significantly to
California's population expansion. It was the state offering
plenty of wartime jobs that included shipbuilding and
aircraft manufacturing. The state produced nearly 20% of
supplies throughout the war.



"Highlighting California's Contributions to WWII on 79th Anniversary of Pearl Harbor
Attack"

Department of California, By Christian Southards, December 7, 2020
https://calegion.org/highlighting-california-contributions-in-wwii-on-the-79th-anniversary-
of-the-attack-on-pearl-harbor/

California was one of the most progressive states when it
became the most populated state in the nation beginning
in 1962, surpassing New York. As the state’s capital,
Sacramento gained more attention in the national
spotlight. Sacramento is famous for well known state
governors such as Leland Stanford, Earl Warren, Pat
Brown, Ronald Reagan, Jerry Brown,

Arnold Schwarzenegger and Gavin Newsom. California
became the most populated state as beach songs and
films originating from the state became popular in the early
sixties.

The Ryde Hotel, about 30 miles south of Sacramento, was
a secret getaway for early Hollywood film stars during the
prohibition years (1919-1933). The Downtown area known
as “Capitol Mall” used to be known as “Japantown.” It was
remodeled in the early 1960s, creating a national blueprint
for urban redevelopment projects. In the aftermath,
however, city planners began to think about cultural
aspects that were lost. The historic Alhambra Theater,
where early flms were shown in the 1920s, was
demolished in 1973 and replaced by a Safeway
supermarket. Soon afterward a national preservation
movement gained awareness across local communities.

“Sacramento: City of Developments”



Urban History Association
https://themetropole.blog/2018/04/12/sacramento-city-of-redevelopments/
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Every City Has its Story

So | weave in info nuggets about Sacramento but mainly
focus on how the national picture has evolved the past
century in terms of government, media, technology and
entertainment. Every U.S. president represents a specific
era and time tunnel that overlaps with other eras and time
tunnels involving economics, politics and commercial
culture. As the state capital

of California, many progressive laws passed in



Sacramento have gone on to be adopted across the
nation.

Nine years before American women were granted the right
to vote in 1920 with passage of the Nineteenth
Amendment, many of the movement’s national activists
supported California’s passage of a proposition in 1911
that granted women the right to vote. That made California
the fifth earliest state to adopt women'’s suffrage. Even
earlier in 1896, women’s movement activist Susan B.
Anthony spoke in Sacramento to promote the concepit.

“Susan B. Anthony Journal, March 11, 1896-June 15, 1896”
Lewis & Clark College, Special Collections and Archives
https://specialcollections.Iclark.edu/items/show/9762

Timeline of California firsts that Influenced America and Beyond

- President Lincoln slins law that establishes state Erks, startlni with Yosemite
- Voters Hss law allowlni iubllc ownershli of utilities
- 1st air Ellutlon control statute adoﬁ bi California

- State is the 1st to place emission limits on vehicle exhaust
il nline | ; | | | : T from U

- California is the 1st state to adopt a no-fault divorce law
roposition 215 makes California th ‘ |

- New law requires corporations to make climate change disclosures

“The Labyrinth of Democracy: A Look at California's Progressive Reform 100 Years
Later”

PBS SoCal, By D.J. Waldie, October 14, 2011
https://www.pbssocal.org/socal-focus/the-labyrinth-of-democracy-a-look-at-californias-
progressive-reform-100-years-later

"The History of Seat Belt Development"
School Transportation News, By Editor, October 11, 2024



https://stnonline.com/special-reports/the-history-of-seat-belt-development/

"Environment: California Out in Front"
National Library of Medicine, By Charles W. Schmidt, March 2007
https://pmc.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/articles/PMC1849903/

Time Tunnels Can Be Musical Playlists

Throughout this journey, I've included original songs at the
beginning of each chapter. Those songs are like
summaries for the chapters. | also explore how the
musical landscape of different eras impacted culture. At
the conclusion of WWII in 1945 the hit "Sentimental
Journal" by Les Brown featuring actress Doris Day
became associated with troops coming back home. Doris
Day later became friends with The Beatles as they
mentioned her in their song "Dig It." Her son Terry Melcher
became a well known producer of 60s acts such as The
Byrds.

I've always believed that songs have extra power when
they tell stories, give information or paint compelling
pictures. | mention The Beatles a lot because their music
coincided with social change and provided a kaleidoscope
of different directions for music to take in the future.



Songs about exploring the past
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