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2. WIND AROUND THE CENTURY



"Wind Around the Century" Lyrics 
words and music by Alex Cosper
© Orange Underworld Music, BMI

Wind around the century
Desert sky gone dark
on a long lonesome highway
to an imaginary theme park

Wind around the century
Time is full of memories
in the shadow of a distant dream
it never comes true or so it seems

Wind around the century in search of infinity
it's time to test imagination on a quest
We're waiting for the real thing
Maybe we'll see a surprise

Wind around the century
and let it open up your eyes

As I lay back in my solitude
and I hear the noise dissolve
all the things I meant to say to you
seem to find their own resolve

All the cracks in the city streets
fill themselves with emptiness
and I'm aware of the underground shelter
I'm aware of the abyss, oh yeah!

https://youtu.be/bUljbNpx7VE?si=LkkYD5IK0TAx5kLm

<iframe width="560" height="315" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/bUljbNpx7VE?si=vyUbhJdkdvCTink1" 
title="YouTube video player" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; 
gyroscope; picture-in-picture; web-share" referrerpolicy="strict-origin-when-cross-origin" allowfullscreen></iframe>



A Deeper Peek Into Time Tunnels

Time tunnels can be in black and white (1820s through 
1950s) or in color (1960s through the present). The bigger 
mix of colors, the more psychedelic and open-minded. 
Musically, such a time tunnel would span from Beethoven 
to Chuck Berry, followed by The Beach Boys and The 
Beatles. 

Imagine walking into a crowded nightclub with flashing 
colorful lights and a DJ is playing ear-catching music on a 
powerful sound system. The music sounds so good, you 
want to participate. So you walk up to the sound-booth 
and ask the DJ to play your favorite song. He says, "sure, 
I'll have it coming up." Then a half hour goes by and he 
still hasn't played your request. So this time you ask him 
when he will play the song. 

The DJ then humbly explains, "actually, I can't play it, 
because I have to follow the management's format." All 
this time you had thought the DJ was in control of the club, 
because that's what it looked like on the surface. The DJ is 
a public figure like a politician and regularly tells people 
what they want to hear for the sake of elevating audience 
energy and involvement, which feeds the perception of 
popularity. Then you learn the truth, that even though 
some DJs are in complete control of their events, others 
have to follow a specific program if they want to get paid. 



Figuring Out Public Figures

The President of the United States is like a nightclub DJ 
who must conform to and carry out a committee agenda. 
The committee consists of lawmakers who are pledged to 
carry out the wishes of big corporations that have paid 
them to vote on specific legislation. Every industry has an 
association (like the American Medical Association) that is 
essentially a group of lobbyists that fight for legislation that 
will benefit their industry. Candidates for president seek 
endorsements from corporate entities to pay for expensive 
media campaigns.



The chief executive plays many roles, but mostly serves 
as a figurehead for people to admire at ceremonious 
events. As the nation's leading focal point, the president 
tries to make mass appeal statements that even 
opponents might like. It's all part of being the center of 
attention on a stage for the largest crowd imaginable. 
Whether it's a rock concert or political speech, the goal of 
crowd orientation is the same: to seek applause.

Serving the Crowd

I worked as a DJ in several settings - radio stations, roller 
rinks, night clubs and venues for weddings, office parties 
and various public events. In many of those situations I 
was in control of the music and the messaging. Since that 
was the case, I felt I had a responsibility to whatever 
crowd I was serving to make the experience fun and 
memorable. Depending on the audience, I knew not to 
make controversial or offensive statements on the 
microphone. If I were playing for a kid's birthday party, I 
knew not to play anything inappropriate that could cause 
parents to complain.

Some DJs or singers want to be thought of as the 
spokesperson of their generation. Not Bob Dylan, even 
though that's how the press often has tried to characterize 
him, especially during the sixties. Even so, he helped 
escalate pop music in general as a cultural soundtrack of 
the sixties. His music was like a storyteller singing in an 
individualistic freeform style instead of trying to imitate or 



fit within the pylons of the latest trend. Once he met John 
Lennon he became more melodic while Lennon became 
more poetic. They exchanged artistic energy, leading to 
broader horizons and possibilities for pop music. During 
this same period, Motown was carving out a new vibrant 
sound for dancing crowds.

Musicians have a similar approach to DJs in their 
communication with crowds. In the world of political 
theater things operate a little differently, although the goal 



is still to win crowd applause. Politicians divide the nation 
into segments, then try to appeal to certain segments of 
the population, knowing their speeches and policies are 
very offensive to people with opposing views. Usually, 
political rallies are controlled events, ensuring that only 
supporters are invited.

As we journey through time tunnels, ask yourself how you 
would approach entertaining a crowd at a party. Would it 
make a difference if it were at your home versus someone 
else's property? Would you be democratic and take 
requests to determine a consensus of what the majority 
wanted to see or hear? Would you simply offer or dictate 
your artistic or philosophical vision to the crowd then let 
them decide what they thought? A more experimental 
option is to completely go underground and promote 
anything that isn't popular, assigning it unique value. 

After all, art and ideas for a better society have to start 
somewhere. Sometimes it comes down to who is paying 
who. If a record company finances your recording, 
wouldn't it be fair for them to decide what you record and 
who gets most of the money? Or if you own a radio station 
that costs a fortune to operate, wouldn't it work out nicely if 
you just played records the music industry paid you to 
play? 



Musical Chairs for Millionaires

Long before DJs, there were forgotten depressions in the 
1870s and 1890s. The Panic of 1873 was triggered when 
banker Jay Cooke, who financed the Civil War, filed 
bankruptcy after his railroad investments failed. Mark 
Twain called the era "the gilded age" with the rise of 
America's first multi-millionaires, who profited off 
investments from industrialization such as railroads, oil 
and steel. 

"The Panic of 1873"
PBS.org
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/grant-panic/

This depression lasted through 1879. The Panic of 1893 
only lasted six months, but was driven by the growing 
financial separation between the wealthy and everyone 
else. Again, the railroad industry suffered from over-
speculation, leading to falling stocks and the collapse of 
several hundred banks, as well as high unemployment. 

Several of the gilded age tycoons gained wealth from the 
California gold rush in the 1850s or the discovery of oil in 
subsequent decades. Wealth came from family inheritance 
or individuals who did well financially as merchants. But 
there wasn't much of a middle class yet by the late 
nineteenth century. The majority of American families fell 
into the categories of low-income working class or poverty. 
Back then, before the inflation-creating central bank, $100 
could buy much more than it could today, but it took about 



a month to earn from hard work. 

The turn of the century marked a turning point in American 
history - as rural life became overshadowed by city life and 
modern industrialization. Factories grew crowded with 
workers, but a major drawback to industrialization was the 
struggle for companies to raise capital to pay workers a 
livable wage. 

Banks exerted control by cutting off loans to firms that 
wound up too deep in debt from investing in expensive 
equipment. There was also an emerging labor movement 
rising to combat low wages and harsh working conditions. 
As factories began shutting down and farmers found it 
difficult to fund their operations, the 1890s depression 
haunted both elitists and much lower-income populists.

  
William McKinley                                        Theodore Roosevelt
  



First Signs of Corporate Control

A primary reason William McKinley was elected president 
in 1896 was the majority of Americans wanted a business-
friendly leader to stimulate the depressed economy. 
McKinley favored economic stability through establishing a 
gold standard, whereas struggling farmers favored silver, 
which was much more plentiful. But gold won the election. 
It looked like big biz won with it, but following McKinley’s 
re-election and assassination in 1901, the new president 
Theodore Roosevelt wanted to crack down on 
corporations that got too greedy and powerful. 

Roosevelt did what he could to discourage big business 
from getting too powerful, but it was during his hand-
picked successor’s term in 1911 that the Justice 
Department broke up John D. Rockefeller’s oil monopoly. 
President William Howard Taft was thought to be 
progressive when he was elected by a landslide in 1908. 
But four years later, Theodore Roosevelt thought Taft was 
too conservative and too friendly to big business. So 
Roosevelt ran as a third party candidate. 

The U.S. presidential election of 1912 proved that the two-
party system can be turned on its head, if the third party 
candidate is someone already famous. Ex-president 
Theodore Roosevelt ran on the progressive Bull Moose 
ticket with California governor Hiram Johnson. All three 



candidates - Woodrow Wilson, Roosevelt and Taft - were 
at one time or another considered by historians to be 
progressive politicians. 

  
William Howard Taft                                  Woodrow Wilson

                                         
Both Roosevelt and Taft lost to Governor Wilson (D-NJ), 
who had been the president of Princeton University. 
Wilson was the first southern democrat elected to the 
White House since the Civil War era when democrat 
Andrew Johnson won as republican Lincoln's running 
mate, then became president following Lincoln's 
assassination. As president during WWI, Wilson was partly 
responsible for changing the American financial system 
that funded wars with debt paid by taxpayers. It was 
Wilson who ushered in the IRS, the Federal Reserve and 
steps toward a body of nations acting as a world 
government. 



Meanwhile, modern technology was quickly changing 
public communication. In 1915 Hiram Johnson was the 
first politician to use an electric public address system on 
loudspeakers when he spoke to a San Francisco crowd. 
No longer did politicians necessarily have to project loud 
voices to be heard by large groups. Wilson became the 
first U.S. president to speak on a public address system 
(made by Magnavox) in 1919. He was in San Diego 
promoting his proposal for the League of Nations in front 
of a crowd of 75,000 people.

"Modern Pioneers: The History of PA"
By John Tidey, Pro Sound Web, December 22, 2017
https://www.prosoundweb.com/modern-pioneers-the-history-of-pa/

In 1915 Wilson became the first president to view a motion 
picture film in the White House, which was the first 
Hollywood blockbuster called Birth of a Nation. He 
watched it with his family and cabinet members. The film 
was directed by one of the most celebrated early 
Hollywood pioneers, David W. Griffin. This silent film set to 
a live orchestra in theaters was very controversial due to 
its portrayal of the white supremacist group the Ku Klux 
Klan as defenders of traditional American values. Overall, 
the film was sympathetic to southern perspectives of the 
Civil War. 



The NAACP, along with other social activist groups, 
criticized the film as promoting racism and inciting riots 
across the nation. Soon the film was banned after 
attracting record crowds at movie theaters. 

"A Brief History of Film Censorship"
By National Coalition Against Censorship
https://ncac.org/resource/a-brief-history-of-film-censorship

Wilson condemned the race riots across America triggered 
by the film, but his views on equality did not embrace the 
black community. As an author of several history books 
printed by large publishers, Wilson did not consider much 
about the black struggle toward equality. He was born in 



Virginia in 1856 prior the state's secession to the 
confederacy. During the Civil War, he was raised in a 
household that supported the Confederate States of 
America. Birth of a Nation displayed text written by Wilson 
on race from his book History of the American People. The 
quotes were sympathetic to white southerners during 
reconstruction and dismissive of black Americans. Wilson 
believed segregation was good for both races.

"The Birth of a Nation and Woodrow Wilson"
By Elizabeth Hashimoto, WoodrowWilsonHouse.org, Winter/Spring 2023
https://woodrowwilsonhouse.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/WWH-SCHOLAR-
SPRING-2023-Hashimoto-Elizabeth-FINAL-PROJECT-BIRTH-OF-A-NATION.pdf

One way the film inspired Wilson was he recognized it as 
an effective propaganda tool. So when it came time to 
enter the first World War, he set up the Committee on 
Public Information (CPI) to create propaganda campaigns 
across print and film. Under Wilson, the federal 
government entered the film industry, producing films to 
promote war and help recruit soldiers.

First Hit Recording from the White House

The music industry's advantage over the movie business 
was that music could now be enjoyed in the home via 
phonograph records. The president's daughter, Margaret 
Woodrow Wilson, had a hit in the summer of 1915 with 
"The Star-Spangled Banner," which was not yet the 
national anthem. The label that released it, Columbia, was 
based in Washington, DC, named after the District of 



Columbia. It was one of the first three major labels, along 
with Victor and Edison. Radio, though, would not be widely 
heard until the early twenties. People learned about new 
and current music releases from public places and reading 
print publications about music.

"Margaret Woodrow Wilson: First Lady, Suffragist, and Village Socialite"
Village Preservation Blog, By Ariel Kates, November 3, 2020
https://www.villagepreservation.org/2020/11/03/margaret-woodrow-wilson-first-lady-
suffragist-and-village-socialite/

How Many Ben Franklins?

One consideration when accepting a live gig as a speaker, 
comedian, DJ, musician or band is how many Ben 
Franklins ($100 bills) it pays. Imagine a live band that 
plays original songs by The Beatles plus their covers such 
as "Money," then getting handed a stack of Ben Franklins. 
In the sixties, you probably would've gotten less than 
$100, but by the late seventies as disco made DJ gigs 
popular, a pair of Ben Franklins would've been good 
money for a 4-hour gig. But thanks to hyperinflation since 
then, DJs started earning over five times that much for the 
same gig in a large city in the 21st century - at least until 
digital playlists took over. 



Benjamin Franklin                   Alexander Hamilton

Prior to Sound Systems with a Microphone

Both Benjamin Franklin and Alexander Hamilton were 
"Founding Fathers" of the United States and influential to 
today's financial system. Franklin was like the king of 
media (and early electricity) of his era as a scientist/
inventor and writer, whereas Hamilton was like America's 
first treasurer. Back in the 18th century, mail was mostly 
delivered by hand either directly from one friend to another 
or with the help of a combination of friends. It wasn't much 
of an industry until Franklin started paving roads for postal 
routes, making transportation easier on horse-driven 
carriages. 

As publisher of his newspaper, the Pennsylvania Gazette, 
Franklin was allowed to distribute his paper to the public 



alongside personal mail. He was eventually fired by the 
British as Postmaster once his editorials began leaning in 
favor of an American revolution. After the US government 
was set up, he served as the nation's first Postmaster 
General. 

Swaying Opinions with the Printed Word

Newspapers, along with books, were the leading source of 
communication between elites connected with government 
and the public through the twentieth century until radio 
then television took over. Many of Franklin's ideas 
contributed to the building blocks of the industrial 
revolution that led to modern mass media, as he coined 
electrical terms such as "battery" and "positive" or 
"negative" charge. Franklin was also a musician, making 
him a DJ/entertainer/rock star of his era on top of being a 
philosopher. He was a composer who performed classical-
style music on guitar, violin and harp in the days when the 
only way to hear music was the live experience. 

"Benjamin Franklin"
By History.com Editors, November 9, 2009
https://www.history.com/topics/american-revolution/benjamin-franklin

Radio Brings Words to Life

The emerging popularity of radio in the 1920s helped 
popularize political figures such as Herbert Hoover and 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Hoover, as Commerce Secretary 
throughout the roaring twenties, oversaw the development 



and policies involving the radio industry. It was Hoover’s 
department that oversaw licensing of radio stations prior to 
the FCC. Both radio and Hoover grew in popularity 
together. In 1928 Hoover ran for president and won by a 
landslide. 

“GDP Report Reveals Ominous Great Depression Warning Sign Not Seen Since 1932”
The Heritage Foundation, January 30, 2023
https://www.heritage.org/markets-and-finance/commentary/gdp-report-reveals-ominous-
great-depression-warning-sign-not-seen

Leading into Hoover’s term, the roaring twenties marked a 
decade of modern inventions and wild speculation in the 
stock market. Senator Warren Harding (R-OH), formerly a 
newspaper publisher, was elected president in 1920 over 
newspaper publisher James Cox. Theodore Roosevelt's 
cousin Franklin was Cox’s running mate. Harding, 
however, died in office unexpectedly in 1923 on a trip that 
took him to San Francisco. He had become the first 
president to deliver speeches on radio and his successor 
ex-governor Calvin Coolidge (R-MA) also used the 
airwaves to gain national attention. 



   

  
Warren Harding                                         Calvin Coolidge

Radio waves and musical tones travel in the air, but can 
be blocked by concrete and steel, two important 
components of the industrialized modern landscape. Both 
materials are useful for soundproofing when building a 
recording studio. Concrete became the key to strong dams 
that distributed hydropower through controlling water flow 
and canals designed to increase economic power. It also 
contributed to highway and sidewalk scenery that has 
become a distinguishing point between urban and rural 
life. Sidewalks were common by the early 20th century 
due to their multipurpose qualities: providing paths and 
destinations for taking walks, meeting people and selling 
or promoting goods or services.



Popular Opinion Can Change Quickly

The pop culture machine conspires to make people 
assume that popular opinion is the basis of democracy 
and a free society. The "majority rule" philosophy is what 
decides elections, what's number one on the music charts 
and what the top blockbuster movies are. But when 
objective observers view history, many popular beliefs 
have been shown to be just myths. It wasn't until 1543, for 
example, that scientists began to conclude that the 
planets, including Earth, revolve around the sun. Popular 
belief before then was that the universe revolved around 
Earth. And it still took over another century for the 
mainstream to understand that planets revolve around the 
sun. 

"Planetary Motion: The History of an Idea That Launched the Scientific Revolution"
By Holli Riebeek, NASA, Earth Observatory.nasa.gov, July 7, 2009
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/features/OrbitsHistory

Hoover's landslide victory was short lived. The stock 
market crash of 1929 caused many businesses to close 
and investors to go broke. Hoover found himself getting 
blamed by most Americans for the Great Depression that 
followed. While Hoover stuck with his "free market" 
philosophy, Franklin D. Roosevelt called for swift 
government regulation of the financial industry. Roosevelt 
used "Happy Days Are Here Again" as his campaign song. 
FDR sailed to an easy landslide victory over Hoover in 
November 1932.



What else can be said about popular opinion? It usually 
relies on surveys in order to qualify as a factoid in some 
journalistic article. Gallup emerged in the Great 
Depression years as a polling firm that predicted FDR 
would win third and fourth terms, cementing his place in 
history as the longest-serving US president. His enormous 
popularity was boosted by his “Fireside Chats” on national 
network radio. Media of some kind has always been an 
important tool for winning elections, going back to the 
printing press. In that sense, no matter which decade in 
history you visit through time tunnels, politics is intertwined 
with political theater for the masses. 

  
Herbert Hoover                                    Franklin D. Roosevelt

Age of Televised Government

After the war, Harry Truman would be the first president 
sworn in on TV in 1949, following an election that media 



outlets and even pollsters like Gallup predicted Truman 
would lose to New York governor Thomas Dewey. The 
upset victory was hilariously documented the morning 
following the election when Truman was photographed 
holding up a newspaper blasting the false headline 
“Dewey Defeats Truman.” 

Harry Truman pulls off a surprise victory in 1948

Popular opinion is in a constant state of flux. Since it 
keeps changing with time, it’s very difficult to measure or 



decipher what the results mean, other than a “margin of 
error” must be applied to the equation to at least appear 
scientific. 

Presidential elections are popularity contests, but only 
once the electoral votes are certified by Secretaries of 
State. As many Americans learned with the elections of 
2000 and 2016, it’s possible to lose the popular vote 
among millions while winning the electoral vote among 
hundreds, which ultimately determines victory.  

Media serves a substantial purpose in America to project a 
national narrative while earning revenue from giant 
advertisers who get to mix their branding with the news. 
Consequently, there is little incentive for critiquing products 
as negative for environmental or safety reasons. It can 
take decades to get harmful products off the market - as 
anyone knows from studying the tobacco industry, which 
contributed to the earliest sponsors of popular TV 
programs such as I Love Lucy. 



Dwight D. Eisenhower

Despite President Dwight Eisenhower's military record, he 
was somewhat worn out by World War II and was not a big 
fan of the Truman-launched Korean War, which he ended 
shortly after taking office in 1953. Eisenhower showed 
more enjoyment for golf than politics, which explains why 
so much policy during his administration was set by his 
golf partners who worked in government. 

Although Ike made golf a popular sport in the fifties, 
republican William Howard Taft was the first president to 
regularly play golf at the White House. During Taft's term, 
he oversaw the construction of a new extension to the 
West Wing ordered by his predecessor Theodore 
Roosevelt, which became known as "The Oval Office." It 
was renovated by his cousin, Franklin Roosevelt.

For most of his administration, Ike had to deal with a 
democratic House and Senate, although republicans 



initially won both houses in 1952. Even so, it was Ike's 
popular military reputation that gave him the nomination 
over US Senator Robert Taft (R-OH), son of President 
then US Supreme Court Justice Taft. It was a close race in 
delegate votes. Despite Taft's warning Ike couldn't win the 
general election, Eisenhower won a landslide victory over 
Illinois Governor Adlai Stevenson II, the son of Vice 
President Adlai Stevenson, who served under Grover 
Cleveland's second term (1893-1897). 

Nixon Provides Ike's First Credibility Challenge

During the 1952 campaign, Ike's running mate Richard 
Nixon was asked to drop out of the race after it was 
exposed he maintained a slush fund comprised of 
corporate donors, as reported on September 18, 1952, by 
The New York Post. When Ike learned the news, he said, 
"Knowing Dick Nixon as I do, I believe that when the facts 
are known to all of us, they will show that Dick Nixon 
would not compromise with what is right."

Eisenhower advised Nixon to address the issue on 
national television. So the republican party bought 30 
minutes of airtime on NBC TV to air Tuesday, September 
23, 1952. Some party leaders began asking for Nixon's 
withdrawal from the race, but Nixon refused. The 
broadcast opened with an acknowledgement it was 
sponsored by the New York State Republican Committee.

"My fellow Americans," Nixon said to an audience of about 



60 million viewers, "I'm sure that you have read the charge 
and you've heard it that I, Senator Nixon, took $18,000 
from a group of my supporters. Not one cent of the 
$18,000 ever went to me for my personal use. Every 
penny of it was used to pay for political expenses." 

Nixon went on to touch the hearts of viewers with his 
personal story about accepting a pet for his daughter. 
"One other thing I probably should tell you, because if I 
don't they'll probably be saying this about me too - we did 
get something, a gift after the (primary) election. You know 
what it was? It was a little cockerspaniel dog in a crate that 
he had sent all the way from Texas. Black and white, 
spotted. And our little girl Trisha, the six-year-old, named it 
'Checkers.' And you know, the kids, like all kids, love the 
dog and I just want to say this right now that regardless of 
what they say about it, we're gonna keep him."

The response to Nixon's "Checkers Speech" was widely 
sympathetic. Eisenhower then announced a meeting with 
his running mate to resolve the issue. The next day Ike 
told him, "Dick, you're my boy." But throughout the 
Eisenhower-Nixon administration, the two were often 
distanced from each other. Ike didn't particularly trust 
Nixon so he secretly taped phone conversations with him. 

"Richard Nixon, Trapped By His Own Ambition" / Full Documentary
YouTube channel" Slice Who? Uploaded November 30, 2024.
https://youtu.be/mq2lW2nMsKQ?si=m9wsbOurOvrWCx8R



"I Like Ike" vs I Love Lucy

As television started becoming popular, its most 
successful show throughout the fifties was I Love Lucy on 
CBS, starring Lucille Ball and her real-life husband Desi 
Arnaz. On the sitcom Lucy played a housewife named 
"Lucy" while her husband "Ricky Ricardo" was a Cuban 
band leader. Interestingly, Cuba had friendly relations with 
the United States throughout the show's run, under the 
anti-communist leadership of Fulgencio Batista.

The sitcom proved to be a milestone in cultural 
entertainment when the couple's son Desi Jr. was born on 
January 19, 1953. This revolutionary televised event was 
written into the script, as the birth was shown on TV for an 
episode called "Lucy Goes to the Hospital." 



Media coverage of the episode was so intense that it 
overshadowed the swearing in of President Eisenhower 
the next day. It became the most watched TV series 
episode in history at that time, attracting about 44 million 
viewers, whereas Eisenhower's inauguration only drew 29 
million viewers. The record was broken three years later 
with Elvis Presley's appearance on The Ed Sullivan Show, 
which attracted over 60 million viewers.

Three months after his televised birth, Desi Jr.  appeared 
on the cover of the first issue of TV Guide (April 3-9 issue) 
under the headline "Lucy's $50,000,000 Baby." The event 
was a major publicity boost for the publication, which 
became the top-selling magazine in America by 1960.

"TV Guide's First Issue"
OnThisDay.com
https://www.onthisday.com/photos/tv-guides-first-issue

The half-hour black and white series I Love Lucy lasted 
from October 1951 through May 1957 for a total of six 
seasons. It was filmed in front of a live studio audience 
and was the top show on American TV for four of those 
seasons, including the final season, according to the 
Nielsen ratings. The show's popularity led to Ball and 
Arnaz becoming the first millionaire actors of the television 
industry. The show's run was followed by three more 
seasons of occasional one-hour specials, before the 



couple divorced. But Ball continued starring as a "Lucy" 
character for two more series through the mid-seventies. 

"20 I Love Lucy Fast Facts"
Lucy Desi Museum
https://lucydesi.com/i-love-lucy-history/fast-facts/

Health Problems Pose Questions for Ike

Nixon came close to the presidency on September 24, 
1955 when President Eisehower suffered a heart attack at 
his home in Denver. But instead of posturing, Nixon kept 
his fill-in role low-key with the public. "The only comment I 
want to make," the VP told the press the following Sunday, 
"is to express the concern that I share with all of the 
American people for the early and complete recovery of 
the president. The American people can be assured that 
the business of government will go ahead as usual, 
despite the president's illness."

Ike's quick recovery strengthened his image as a strong 
leader. Confidence grew among the public that he could 
handle another term. Leading up to the 1956 election, Ike 
strongly considered dropping Nixon from the ticket even 
by the Republican convention in August. But Nixon was 
persistent in retaining the position without appearing at the 
convention prior to his renomination. 

"Richard Nixon, Trapped By His Own Ambition" / Full Documentary
YouTube channel" Slice Who? Uploaded November 30, 2024.
https://youtu.be/mq2lW2nMsKQ?si=m9wsbOurOvrWCx8R



Ike Sails to Easy Re-election in Stevenson Rematch

Ike's popularity - propelled by television, an economic 
boom and his love for golf - led to his easy landslide 
victory over a second challenge from Adlai Stevenson. But 
this election in many ways set the stage for a new era in 
political theater and media. Although the two candidates 
for president did not face each other in a debate, 
Stevenson engaged in a one-hour televised debate versus 
US Senator Estes Kefauver (D-TN) on May 21, 1956 on 
his journey to regain the Democratic nomination. It marked 
the first televised presidential debate in history. 

"The Commission on Presidential Debates: 1956 Debate"
Debates.org
https://www.debates.org/debate-history/1956-debate/

Supporting Ike were several celebrities, including singer 
Nat King Cole, who was not known for stirring up political 
controversy. Cole performed at the 1956 Republican 
Convention. Yet FBI agent Mark Felt in 1957 still thought it 
was necessary to build a file on him to determine whether 
or not he was a communist sympathizer or a civil rights 
activist. Felt gained fame nearly a half century later when 
he claimed to be Watergate secret tipster "Deep Throat."

"The FBI's Long, Alarming History of Investigating Black Musicians"
By Jack Denton, PSMag.com, November 22, 2017
https://psmag.com/social-justice/the-fbis-long-history-of-investigating-black-musicians/



Bending Minds with Harmful Products

Cigarettes, despite being known as deadly since the 
1930s, became very popular in the fifties thanks to 
multimedia assault campaigns on the masses. People saw 
cigarettes everywhere as associated with relaxation and 
reward, via movies, songs, books, magazines, TV and 
radio shows. “The Marlboro Man” commercials of the 
1950s did in fact influence millions of people to invest in 
poor health and early death. So, products associated with 
pop culture aren’t always good for society. 

Big Tobacco was able to trick millions to continue smoking 
heavily with its PR campaigns in the media that cast doubt 
on medical research linking cigarettes to cancer. Not only 
did several men who portrayed "Marlboro Man" in macho 
TV commercials die young of cancer, so did many 
celebrities. Twilight Zone creator Rod Serling was a major 
casualty, as was TV journalist Edward R. Murrow, who 
pushed the view the cancer connection was fiction. 

Indeed, the dangers of tobacco became a growing issue in 
the fifties. Scientific studies were showing that nicotine 
was addictive and tobacco smoke led to lung cancer. 
Meanwhile, Hollywood and the emerging TV advertising 
industry continued to paint cigarette smoking as sexy, 
glamorous and sophisticated. Over half the adult 
population smoked, despite the repetitious warnings from 
medical professionals. What proved TV could get even 



more people to smoke was the first "Marlboro Man" 
commercials in 1955. The campaign helped manufacturer 
Phillip Morris gain lucrative revenue for the brand. 

Philip Morris was also the sponsor of TV's top show I Love 
Lucy, which ran from 1951 to 1957. Part of the deal was 
Desi and Lucy would regularly include smoking cigarettes 
on the sitcom. Even animated clips of the couple smoking 
were placed at the beginning of episodes. The concept of 
showcasing sponsor products within a TV show became a 
PR technique known as "product placement." Prior to the 
fifties, tobacco advertisers used doctors in ads, saying "9 
out of 10 doctors recommend" specific cigarette brands for 
their patients. 

Meanwhile, Nixon still supported tobacco growers through 
1960. That year he wrote to Senator John Cooper and 
noted that "tobacco contributes nearly $2 billion in Federal 
revenues each year, double the amount received by 
growers for their crops." Nixon went on to say he 
supported the government's tobacco subsidy program.

"State of VP Nixon on Tobacco Progrm, Letter to Senator John Sherman Cooper, 
Washington, DC"
John Sherman Coooper
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/statement-vice-president-nixon-tobacco-program-letter-senator-john-
sherman-cooper



Tobacco in Sponsored Cartoons Aimed at Kids

Questions about public health affected by industrialized 
consumer products started becoming a concern among 
scientists in the fifties. Despite warnings about tobacco 
from health experts, the tobacco industry continued to 
deny such risks and doubled down on trying to promote 
cigarettes as sexy through TV, movies and media 
advertising. 

The first few episodes of the Hanna-Barbera cartoon The 
Flintstones, which began airing on ABC on September 30, 
1960, were sponsored by Winston cigarettes, owned by 
R.J. Reynolds Tobacco Company. Soon afterward, the 
characters Fred and Barney appeared in several Winston 
commercials. It was common then for characters of TV 
series to promote products of their sponsors, particularly 
at the end of a show.

The cartoon series was aimed at both an adult and young 
audience - a key to its remarkable success. In fact, it was 
the most successful cartoon series for decades until The 
Simpsons became popular in the nineties. The Flintstones 
had been revolutionary as an adult cartoon in the sense 
that it was the first ever to show a man and woman 
sleeping in the same bed. The show ran through 1966 
then became very popular in reruns.

At the time JFK took office, cigarette packs had no 
warning labels on them. The earliest mandatory warning 



labels ordered by the Surgeon General came in 1966. The 
United States led the world as the first nation to require 
these warnings. The first president to regularly smoke 
cigarettes in public was FDR. Both Ike and JFK had been 
cigarette smokers as well, although Kennedy shifted to 
pipes and cigars. LBJ was a daily cigarette smoker in the 
White House. Nixon smoked cigars and Ford smoked a 
pipe. 

"U.S. presidents who smoked - FDR, Ike, LBJ"
San Diego Reader, December 23, 1993
https://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/1993/dec/23/straight-presidents-who-smoked/

  
John F. Kennedy                                      Lyndon B. Johnson

Ironically, it took pro-tobacco advocate Richard Nixon to 
outlaw tobacco ads on TV and radio, which had huge 
influences on children. At the same time, in 1971 he 
pushed cannabis to Schedule I, implying it was just as 
dangerous as heroin, even though the largest studies 



pointed to cannabis being nowhere as harmful as 
cigarettes. Cannabis was typically ingested organically, 
unlike tobacco, which was mixed with a buffet of toxic 
industrial chemicals. With pressure from environmental 
democrats in Congress, Nixon took tobacco off TV and 
radio then created the Environmental Protection Agency.

Testing the Limits of Imagination

Long story short, imagination is what has saved America 
through recessions, depressions and war. The pattern was 
set with the roaring twenties followed by the 1929 stock 
market crash, leading to the Great Depression. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt's "New Deal" reimagined and 
reorganized the government, putting more emphasis on 
public funding to deal with economic uncertainties. Then 
as World War II broke out, the government encouraged 
large corporations to join the war effort. America and its 
allies won due to new technology (such as radar) and 
creating strong alliances around the world. 

Following WWII, the G.I. Bill awarded American soldiers 
with financing that allowed for them to get an education or 
start a career. It led to the expansion of the middle class. 
By the 1950s the economy was booming with a return to 
emphasis on consumerism. Americans now had more 
leisure time and wealth beyond necessities to start 
enjoying the vast choices offered on the market. People 
had more time to think about ideals. Rock and roll became 



the soundtrack to social change. TV and movies set new 
visual parameters for how human imagination could be 
displayed on a screen. 

Pop culture became very dramatic in the 1960s. President 
John F. Kennedy brought youth to the White House, which 
attracted TV cameras and painted a "New Frontier." Then 
the folk movement, Motown and the British invasion 
brought new sounds and sensations to popular music. The 
Beatles particularly redefined values of young people and 
those seeking happiness beyond restrictions of the 
establishment. Television, however, stayed within 
establishment boundaries, although journalism took on an 
investigative tone. Radio, guided by the FCC, became 
more diverse with the spread of experimental FM stations. 
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