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10. SPIES REPRISE

- 3 11 POV A, -~ o
05 i s 5 i YRR ¥ g
R e WO o e T 5 B a0
4 v [ 3 P g el
* 1 el $'k ® yal o K
! I ol S ALY . " %"
Ao Y. 9 9
¥ B g iR “ " T
o o ST £ ) 7' - P T .
3 o - Wikt s d ot .-
' /
1

"Spies Around the World (long version)"
Lyrics

words and music by Alex Cosper

Spies around the world
Spies around the world
Spies around the world
Yeah, spies around the world

Now we all know someone who dances in the shade
and we all know someone who's been thrown to the wind
We all know someone who plays a charade



We all know someone who tells secrets to a friend

Spies around the world
Spies around the world
Those spies around the world
love to fly all around the world

1960 TV debate on a shot down plane
1961 Bay of Pigs brought more pain
1962 nuclear missiles were the scare
1963 tragedy filled the air

Spies around the world

Spies around the world

Spies around the world

spread lies around the world

1964 paranoia led to war

1965 divided nation at its core

1966 the counter culture had its say
1967 global love-in heyday

Spies around the world

Spies around the world

Spies around the world

hypnotize all around the world

1968 a war on love to assassinate

1969 fly to the moon, what a great escape!
1970 was the peak of the protest song
1971 imagine leaks proved war was wrong

Spies around the world
Spies around the world
Spies around the world
use disguises around the world

1972 very few people knew

about the spies and lies

hush funds, slush funds, blackmail and bribes,

secret operations, infiltrations,

hit lists of witnesses silenced by violence and creepy vibes



Very few people knew ... now millions do

Those spies around the world
Fly around the world

Spies around the world

spread lies around the world
Spies around the world
hypnotize all around the world
Spies around the world

use disguises around the world
those spies around the world

https://youtu.be/lwP6G;jF JejY ?si=-zVXeMBXBWzf06er

<iframe width="560" height="315" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/IwP6GjF JejY ?si=-z\VXeMBXBWzf06er"
titte="YouTube video player" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media;
gyroscope; picture-in-picture; web-share" referrerpolicy="strict-origin-when-cross-origin" allowfullscreen></iframe>

American Intelligence Began with George Washington

Time tunnels allow us to explore the evolution of
everything imaginable, including spy history. The earliest
American intelligence operations were overseen by
Commander George Washington in 1776. Washington's
spies provided intelligence on enemy attack plans staged
by the British. Spies also identified Major General
Benedict Arnold as a traitor and linked him with British spy
Army Major John Andre.

Washington was assisted by some other founding fathers
to conduct secret operations. Ben Franklin was an expert
in covert activity, especially involving the distribution of
propaganda via his publications. John Jay's investigation
led to the arrests of British loyalists in the American
colonies as the Revolutionary War broke out.



https://www.war.gov/News/Feature-Stories/Story/Article/4436244/intelligence-agencies-
origins-date-back-to-american-revolutionary-war/

Commander then President George Washington

Secrets of Pop Culture Leaders

The ruling class that has shaped American culture
represents a combination of government officials and
social or business leaders who have a strong influence on
society. It's no secret that the government keeps secrets
from society. Sometimes public statements are secretly flat
out lies, such as the "Gulf of Tonkin incident" that
escalated the Vietnam War or George W. Bush's false
claim that lrag posessed "weapons of mass destruction."
It's still unclear who really killed JFK, but it's clear that



what the Warren Report described was not what
happened. The Warren Report was even refuted by
Congress in 1978, when investigators concluded Kennedy
was probably killed as the result of a conspiracy.

The idea that mainstream media is out to protect
democracy and report news as truthfully as possible is
really just a myth. Big media is comprised of big
corporations with incentives to raise capital and return
profits to shareholders, just like all publicly-traded
corporations. So it's no wonder that big media, which is
heavily sponsored by big pharma, was pretty quiet about
the deadly opioid epidemic that was fueled by greedy
pharma marketers. Yet media outlets were relentless and
repetitious about pushing the untested COVID vaccine on
the masses.

Secrets of the pharma industry have been exposed
through court cases, in which corporate drug makers have
been fined billions of dollars for bribing doctors to
prescribe their products. In an open and informed society,
it's important for consumers to know what they are
consuming. Keeping the facts hidden for the sake of
maximizing profits has always contrasted with the original
view of capitalism conceived by Adam Smith. In the 2020s
most pharma CEOs, just like Bill Gates, have no science
or medical degree. But many people still assume they
practice strict science.

The media hasn't spent much time investigating Jeffrey



Epstein partly because the convicted child offender was
friends with big names behind the scenes of prominent
media organizations. During the 1970s the Church
Committee and author Seymour Hersh revealed that the
CIA had infiltrated large media organizations since the
fifties to influence news events. While it's not clear if
intelligence agencies had much impact on the music
industry, it's very clear the Pentagon and the CIA were
connected with Hollywood and TV news journalists.

During the mid-sixties as the psychedelic movement
unfolded, hippy icon Ken Kesey had CIA connections as a
volunteer for the MK Ultra mind control program. He
agreed to take LSD and even distributed it among friends.
Grateful Dead songwriter Robert Hunter was also part of
the program and helped make the band's music more
psychedelic. LSD became popular with the counter
culture, as John Lennon eventually credited the CIA for
introducing it to young people.

Several Los Angeles rock stars of the sixties came from
families with members working for US intelligence. Frank
Zappa's father experimented with biological weapons for
the military. Doors singer Jim Morrison was the son of an
admiral who was directly involved with executing the Gulf
of Tonkin incident. Morrison's songs deeply contrasted
with the pro-war establishment with songs such as "The
Unknown Soldier" and "Five To One."



More on the Government's Secret Movie Studio in Los
Angeles

After WWII, the US Air Force set up secret movie studios
in Los Angeles to produce films for the Department of
Defense. This production facility covering two-and-a-half
acres was called "Lookout Mountain Laboratory." It had
been previously used during WWII as a radar station. This
secret government film operation rivaled Hollywood
production studios in terms of state-of-the-art quality for its
time. It was capable of delivering any high-end production
including 16mm to 35mm films and animation.
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One of the reasons for the secret studio was to produce
films on nuclear weapons testing in secret locations such
as the Pacific Ocean and Nevada desert. The facility had
been secured for storing Air Force supplies prior to its
conversion to Lookout Mountain in 1947. In the early fifties
the US Atomic Energy Commission funded construction of
additional underground humidity-controlled vaults for
storing 35mm films.

Lookout Mountain became a center for global mapping
based on aerial photography. It was further used for



missile research and development. One of the studio's
early films was Operation Ivy in 1954, which was about
thermonuclear testing. It was viewed by President
Eisenhower. Four years later the lab was converted into
what was called Lookout Mountain Air Force Station, still
operating as a film and photographic facility. The output
was typically short film documentaries, training films and
newsreels for Air Force personnel. Some of these films
were made available for distribution to TV outlets. Some
clips from the 1964 film Dr. Strangelove were produced at
Lookout Mountain.

Several Hollywood celebrities worked for Lookout
Mountain for voiceover narration work. The studio also
hired several notable film and animation production
experts from major Hollywood firms who had military
experience, such as director John Ford. Narrators
included Marilyn Monroe, Bob Hope, Jimmy Stewart,
Gregory Peck, James Garner and Lee Marvin. The facility
supplied Bob Hope with equipment and film crews for his
tours of Vietnam to entertain troops, in which footage was
used for NBC's Bob Hope specials.

Over the years Lookout Mountain produced thousands of
classified films for government agencies such as the
Atomic Energy Commission. This secret government
operation closed in 1969 as equipment was moved to
Norton Air Force Base near San Bernardino in Southern
California.



"New book tells the story of secret Hollywood studio that shaped the nuclear age"

By Craig Chamberlain, University of lllinois Urbana-Champaign News Bureau, January
14, 2019

https://news.illinois.edu/view/6367/739553

Hoover Stages a Media Career as FBI Boss

Political distortion comes in many forms, as does media
distortion. A man who operated at the crossroads of
political and media disortion was J. Edgar Hoover, who
became Director of the FBI in 1935. He had previously
served as director of the pre-FBI agency called the Bureau
of Investigation (BOI), in which he was appointed by
President Coolidge in 1924, after serving as assistant
director for four years.

Hoover was born and raised in Washington DC. His father
Naylor Hoover was chief of the federal government's first
scientific agency created over a century earlier called the
US Coast and Geodetic Survey. This group was tasked
with developing official coastal maps for the United States.
The young FBI man rose to national fame in 1932 after the
infant son of aviation hero Charles Lindbergh was
kidnapped. Within a few months a man said he was the
kidnapper to claim ransom money. For awhile the Charles
Lindbergh Jr. case would be called the "crime of the
century.”



The child was found dead a few months after the
kidnapping. In 1934 Richard Hauptmann was arrested for
the murder. In the next few years he was convicted then
executed. The case put J. Edgar Hoover in the news
frequently as he became a household name by 1936.

"J Edgar Hoover: Addicted to Secrets"
YouTube channel: EM Productions, uploaded July 19, 2024
https://youtu.be/D0O-FyUkIK10?si=DPFYdQDaVsPwSVDy

FDR put Hoover in charge of investigating espionage and
sabotage. Hoover focused on his crackdown of individuals
who he believed were organized criminals, threatened
national security or held anti-American/pro-communist
views. Truman presented Hoover the Medal For Merit in
1946. It would be the first of many awards presented to
him by US government officials.

"Biography of John Edgar Hoover"
By the J. Edgar Hoover Foundation
http://www.jedgarhooverfoundation.org/hoover-bio.asp

Hoover enjoyed media recognition for his tough stance on
crime. Whenever his team caught or killed a criminal such
as gangster John Dillinger, he held a press conference to
boast about it. In 1935 Chrysler and General Motors
became national sponsors of an NBC-syndicated "true
crime" radio drama called G-Men, which focused on facts
collected in FBI files. Not only was Hoover a fan who
officially endorsed the show, he was regularly featured as
a guest. He wasn't involved with writing scripts for the
show, but did suggest ideas for future shows.
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When the radio program flipped from NBC to CBS in
January 1936, the name changed to Gang Busters, then
lasted for the next 21 years. Its longevity involved
changing networks three more times, as it returned to



NBC in 1940 then back to CBS in 1949 and finally on the
Mutual Broadcasting System in 1955. For awhile the host
was ex-chief of the New Jersey State Police Herman
Norman Schwarzkopf, who investigated the kidnapping of
aviation celebrity Charles Lingbergh's son. Schwarzkopf's
son, Norman, would become a US Army General in 1988
and was a strategic planner for Operation Desert Storm
three years later.

The radio crime show was heard on over a thousand
American radio stations. The series was so successful, it
inspired a serial film called Gang Busters in 1942. In 1952
NBC briefly ran a TV show based on the radio series for
just nine episodes, but for syndication renamed it
Captured. Hoover further expanded his multimedia profile
when he became a character in the comic book version of
Gang Busters. He gained even more popularity as a
crime-fighting hero by periodically making popular
magazine covers, such as on Time and People.

"J. Edgar Hoover: The Man Who Rebult The FBI"
YouTube channel: Timeline - World History Documentaries
https://www.oldradioworld.com/shows/Gang_Busters.php

TV/Radio/Movie Star Hoover Spies on First Lady
Eleanor

In 1936 J. Edgar Hoover entered the world of film
documentaries about the federal government, playing
himself, in the movie You Can't Get Away With It. In the



film approved by the US Attorney General, Hoover
promoted his "G-Men" responsible for investigating
criminals, particularly those who appeared on "Most
Wanted" posters. After WWII broke out, FDR authorized
Hoover to conduct wiretaps on suspected Nazis. Ironically,
Hoover used this priviledge to spy on First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt, suspecting she had an affair with a communist
soldier ... but found no evidence.

"J. Edgar Hoover: The Man Who Rebult The FBI"
YouTube channel: Timeline - World History Documentaries
https://youtu.be/oRjfiQZfWNY ?si=y3RIOZwbquP7__vi

While Hoover enjoyed taking credit for stamping out



gangsters of the twenties and thirties, he went on to use
media to misinform the public, as well as cover up ugly
facts he didn't want the public to know about the
government. Throughout most of the fifties Hoover denied
the existence of "The Mafia," but toward the end of the
decade he finally acknowledged the criminal organization
existed.

Hoover maintained high approval ratings with Americans
in public opinion polls. But most Americans assumed he
was simply a strict law and order reformer and didn't know
about his secret schemes ignored by media. Despite his
good relations with FDR and Truman, his personal political
views leaned toward conservative republicans, such as
Thomas Dewey, who ran against Truman in 1948. Hoover
expected Dewey to win and provided his campaign with
crime information, hoping to get a promotion to Attorney
General. But Dewey lost. Then Hoover supported
Eisenhower in 1952 and tried to spread false rumors that
his challenger lllinois Governor Adlai Stevenson was gay,
which in those days was considered taboo in American
culture.

"This Is Not the First Time the FBI Has Interfered With a Presidential Election"

By Jeff Kisseloff, The Nation, October 31, 2016
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/this-is-not-the-first-time-the-fbi-has-interfered-with-a-
presidential-election/

Decades later declassified files would reveal the FBI
worked with mobsters in plots to overthrow Cuban leader
Fidel Castro. Even more disturbing information would be



released after Hoover's death in 1972 that he kept files on
famous Americans, harrassed civil rights organizations
and staged negative news events blamed on the African-
American community in the illegal and racist program
COINTELPRO. Hoover wrote in a memo the agency's goal
of this program was to "expose, distrupt, misdirect,
discredit or otherwise neutralize" the civil rights movement.

"FBI records acquired by the Library reveral violent surveillance of Black leaders, civil
rights organizations"

By Virgie Hoban, U.C. Berkeley Library, January 18, 2021
https://www.lib.berkeley.edu/about/news/fbi

Mob Connections and Crackdowns

It was widely unknown at the time, but JFK's father had a
relationship with mobster Sam Giancana, according to
investigative reporter Seymour Hersh, author of the 1997
book The Dark Side of Camelot. Joe Kennedy was no
stranger to the federal government or organized crime. He
had worked for the FDR Administration as the first
Securities Exchange Commission (SEC) Chairman. That
put him in charge of policymaking for the stock market
under the New Deal. He also served as US Ambassador
to England during WWII.



Joe Kennedy was the main driver behind JFK's rise to the
White House, in terms of planning, funding and strategic
decisions. To ensure Kennedy won the state of lllinois
during the 1960 election, the senator's father turned to
Chicago mafia boss Sam Giancana for assistance. Frank
Sinatra helped bring the Kennedys and Giancana
together, according to daughter Tina Sinatra in her
interview with Hersh.

The widow of mobster Murray Humphreys, Jeanne
Humphreys, told Hersh that the Mafia agreed to support
the Kennedy campaign at a meeting with mob bosses in
Chicago. Former Justice Department special prosecutor
Robert G. Blakely added to Hersh's research, saying FBI
wiretaps confirmed Mafia figures participated in the
Kennedy campaign. Mob bosses believed JFK would help
keep the heat off them as president.



"Mafia Helped JFK to Win, Book Claims"
By Robert Shogan, Los Angeles Times, November 9, 1997
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1997-nov-09-mn-51973-story.html

But JFK would've still won without lllinois' 27 electoral
votes as the electoral vote finished at 303 to 219. The
popular vote, though, was very close as many republicans
speculated the Kennedy campaign stole lllinois by
attributing phony votes to dead people.

Continuing a Team of Establishment Elites

One of Kennedy's first political moves after winning the
close election was renaming J. Edgar Hoover as FBI
Director, since Hoover had a friendly relationship with the
president's father. Another vote of approval for Hoover
came from RFK, at least at first. FBl man Hoover, whom
had served under every president since the roaring
twenties, was uncomfortable, though, with the structure of
this new government, as he no longer enjoyed direct
access to the president. He now had to go through a
recently-installed hotline to Attorney General RFK to get
access to President JFK. It created a growing friction
between RFK and Hoover.

"J. Edgar Hoover Made the FBI Formidable With Politics, Publicity and Results"

By Christopher Lyrdon, The New York Times, May 3, 1972
https://www.nytimes.com/1972/05/03/archives/j-edgar-hoover-made-the-fbi-formidable-with-
politics-publicity-and.html

Once JFK became president and appointed his brother
Robert as Attorney General, the Kennedys began to crack



down on the mob with a record number of indictments. By
November 1963 the administration had indicted well over
a hundred mobsters.

"How JFK's Death Hurt Bobby Kennedy's War Against the Mafia"

By Andrew Meier, former Time correspondent, author of Morgenthau: Power, Privilege,
and the Rise of an American Dynasty
https://time.com/6222150/jfks-death-hurt-bobby-kennedys-war-against-the-mafia/

Three major positions of JFK's cabinet were
recommended by a friend of Joseph Kennedy named
Robert Lovett. The president's father requested he appoint
Lovett to a position he would desire, but Lovett declined
for health reasons. Instead, Lovett recommended Dean
Rusk for Secretary of State, Robert McNamara for
Secretary of Defense and C. Douglas Dillon for Secretary
of the Treasury.

Who was Robert Lovett? He was a republican who served
as a close adviser to presidents FDR, Truman and
Eisenhower and was instrumental in creating the CIA, plus
helped establish NATO. Under Truman he served as
Secretary of Defense, overseeing the Korean War. Lovett
was also a banker for Wall Street firm Brown Brothers
Harriman, which profited off US war policy. He was a
descendant of Alex Brown, one of America's earliest
millionaire bankers. Like so many other government and
banking elites, he was born into wealth and power, as his
father Robert Senior was a banker and chairman of the
board for Union Pacific Railroad. Just as a side note,
Robert Junior was a Yale Bonesman.



"Robert A. Lovett"

Historical Office, Office of the Secretary of Defense
https://history.defense.gov/Multimedia/Biographies/Article-View/Article/571267/robert-a-
lovett/

"Memorandum from Acting Secretary of State Lovett to Director of Central Intelligence
Hillenkoetter"

Office of the Historian
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1945-50Intel/d224

Rat Pack Connections

The FBI had been tracking singer Frank Sinatra since the
1940s. Although he denied having been a member of the
Mafia, he was photographed with several well known
mobsters, including Chicago mob boss Sam Giancana.
Sinatra was part of a stage and film group known as the
"Rat Pack," which performed at Giancana's secret
nightclub the Villa Venice in the Northbrook area of
Chicago. The Rat Pack included Dean Martin and Sammy
Davis Jr., as all three campaigned for JFK during the 1960
election. During his term, JFK would cut ties with the Rat
Pack once RFK warned his brother about how mob
connections could hurt his public image.

"Mafia Spies: Why mob boss Sam Giancana made Rat Pack play his Northbrook club"
By Thomas Maier, Chicago Sun-Times, April 5, 2019
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2019/4/5/18468779/mafia-spies-why-mob-boss-sam-
giancana-made-rat-pack-play-his-northbrook-club

Sammy Davis Jr. had been scheduled to perform at JFK's
1961 inauguration, arranged by Frank Sinatra, but it was
canceled at the last minute. The black singer had just



married white Swedish actress May Britt in 1960 at a time
when several states forbid interracial marriage. It was
legal, however, in California, where the two were married.
The couple remained married until their divorce in 1968.
Their daughter Tracey Davis wrote in her 2014 book,
Sammy Davis Jr.: A Personal Journey with My Father, that
the new president had canceled the invitation due to the
interracial marriage issue.

At the same time, another famous black singer - Harry
Belafonte - was also married to a white woman then, yet
still performed at the event. Belafonte's account of the
story, however, was that it was JFK's father Joe Kennedy
who insisted Davis should not attend.

"The Kennedys: From That Day Forth"
By Todd Purdum, Vanity Fair, January 17, 2011
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2011/02/kennedy-201102?currentPage=all

"Why JFK Refused to Let Sammy Davis Jr. Perform at White House"
By ABC News, April 18, 2014
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2011/02/kennedy-201102?currentPage=all



Frank Sinatra and JFK

Sinatra remained friends with Kennedy for the first few
years of his term. His inauguration recruitment work
helped raise money for the Democratic Party to pay off the
senator's campaign debt. Sinatra charged high ticket
prices for the gala in which he asked several Hollywood
celebrities to perform and give speeches. The list of stars
at JFK's inauguration besides Sinatra and Belafonte
included Nat King Cole, Ella Fitzgerald, Sidney Poitier,
Gene Kelly, Tony Curtis, Jimmy Durante and Milton Berle.



JFK's Thoughts on Media and National Security

Plenty of optimism surrounded the new president in the
early days of his administration. As a photogenic media
star, JFK's relationship with the media set new milestones
for political success. On April 27, 1961 he met with the
American Newspaper Publishers Association at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York City. At this event he
delivered an address entitled "The President and The
Press," in which he spoke of "secret societies."

Kennedy explained that "the very word of secrecy is
repugnant in a free and open society." He affirmed that
such a society is opposed to secret societies, oaths and
proceedings. He warned there was little value in a nation's
survival if its traditions do not survive with it. The president
asked publishers and reporters to reexamine their own
standards.

He acknowledged during wartime, government and media
joined together to "prevent unauthorized disclosures to the
enemy." He further pointed out that in times of "clear and
present danger,"” the courts have ruled that national
security is a higher priority than the First Amendment. But
JFK said the American way of life was under attack as its
enemy was advancing around the globe. At the same time,
he pledged that "no government plan should impose its
restraints against your will" in reporting the news. He then
said he had no intention of establishing a new Office of



War Information to censor news.

"JFK - Secret Societies Speech - Long Version"
Top Load Television
https://youtu.be/pfzdalXujTE?si=RLwHR4pgakADSfOI

In 1961 President Kennedy appointed acclaimed TV news
journalist Edward R. Murrow as head of the United States
Information Agency (USIA), which provided US
government news to foreign nations. Murrow had hosted
popular TV talk shows on CBS, such as the news-oriented
See It Now from 1951 to 1958 and the more celebrity-
oriented Person to Person from 1953 to 1959. Kennedy
had originally offered the job to CBS president Frank
Stanton, who declined, but recommended Murrow. Within
the USIA was Voice of America, the federal government's
international TV and radio broadcast network.

Murrow, though, grew ill and developed lung cancer from
years of smoking (even on his TV appearances). He
resigned the position in early 1964, before dying the
following year. Although Murrow would be remembered as
an objective journalist due to his opposition to the reckless
Joe McCarthy, plenty of TV footage from the fifties
revealed he believed in his own opinions, such as denying
tobacco smoking could cause cancer.

"Good Night and Good Luck ... The Story of Edward R. Murrow (1975)"

Produced by the BBC, rebroadcast on PBS; YouTube channel: NewsActive3, uploaded

January 1, 2018
https://youtu.be/s7Rqp0dCz4c?si=vxDsGWIXz3B3vulg



Myths Made By Media

The emphasis of mass media as an important connection
between national leaders and the public intensified in the
sixties in the Kennedy era. The weekly TV schedule of the
major networks was forming a memorable grid in people's
minds that set their schedules. A family-friendly type of
programming was directed at kids in the afternoon when
they got out of school. Following news in the early evening
were regular network shows that blossomed into a
multitude of genres such as variety, situation comedy
(sitcom), drama, detective/law enforcement and old west
nostalgia.

Newspapers, magazines and books started to rely more
on photography to attract audiences. Life magazine was
the top publication issued by the top publisher Time Inc,
owned by Henry Luce. To be featured on its cover meant
big news across America. By this point people believed in
photography and motion pictures as proof something
existed. But many people forgot that visual technology can
distort reality in many ways, depending on who's using the
equipment and how the finished product is presented.
Cameras, for example, can distort reality by hiding things
outside the frame captured by the lens. They can make
small things look big and vice versa depending on the
location and placement of the camera.



Whenever the president of the United States appeared on
TV, such as the NBC show Meet The Press or news
interviews, many viewers assumed that it was footage
reflecting unrehearsed actions. But NBC has footage of
President Kennedy on September 9, 1963 telling
interviewers Chet Huntley and David Brinkley he wanted
them to do a "second take" of questioning to sound less of
a "braggart" when it came to defending American interests
in Southeast Asia.

https://youtu.be/M_PItl4Bk7M?si=G3U87teMeX1Rw-Fs

Kennedy's public position on Vietham was that he was
trying to stop communist inflitration there, but ultimately it
was their war. Behind the scenes, he flip-flopped on the
issue, just like he did with Russia and Cuba. That's
because he was getting distorted advise from die-hard
warmongers.

The camera was viewed as a device that objectively
documented history, as contrasted with a painting, which
was more of an interpretation of reality. Color photography
and movies gained an even more authorititative quality, as
black and white film was eventually viewed as old-
fashioned novelty. The thirties through the sixties marked
an era in photojournalism when people were inclined to
believe what they saw in pictures.



How Media Friends Treated JFK

A politician needs media of all types to reach a mass
audience of voters. JFK was born into a media-connected
family, since his father Joe Kennedy had been business
partners with David Sarnoff. They were owners of RKO
Pictures. Sarnoff was the founder of NBC. That may
explain why NBC gave positive coverage of the president
and allowed him opportunities to redo TV scenes that
needed editing. NBC also had a policy, like the other major
networks, not to cover immoral topics such as a president
cheating on his wife.

The Kennedys were friends with the Graham family. Philip
Graham became head of the Washington Postin 1959
with the death of previous owner Euguene Meyer, the
father of Philip's wife Katharine. The Grahams would go
on to be friends with presidents LBJ and Reagan. Philip
bought controlling interest in Newsweek in 1961. After his
death in August 1963, Katharine Graham then took over
the Post. In the seventies she played a controversial role
in media by publishing the Pentagon Papers and
investigative reporting on the Watergate scandal.

"Philip Graham (1915-1963)"
Eleanor Roosevelt Papers
https://www2.gwu.edu/~erpapers/mep/displaydoc.cfm?docid=erpn-phigra

Philip Graham had helped put LBJ on the 1960 JFK ticket.



He went on to work for the Kennedy Administration as
Chairman of a presidential committee to launch a
company for operating a space communication system.

"Philip Graham, 48, Publisher, a Suicide"
The New York Times, August 4, 1963

https://archive .nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/97/02/09/reviews/graham-philip.html

Graham's career as one of America's top publishers took a
dark turn in 1963 when he exposed a JFK affair at a
meeting for newspaper publishers. Drunk and suffering
from mental problems, Graham blurted out Mary Meyer,
wife of CIA man Cord Meyer, was one of several women
JFK slept with. Graham had relationships with CIA
personnel, such as James Angleton. Mary was known to
several newspaper journalists and CIA workers in the
Georgetown area of the nation's capital. These claims
were published in a 1998 book by investigative journalist
Nina Burleigh called A Very Private Woman: The Life and
Unsolved Murder of Presidential Mistress Mary Meyer.

JFK had known Mary Meyer since 1935. Kennedy married
Jackie Bouvier in 1953. The following year Jack and
Jackie bought a home in McLean, Virginia and became
next door neighbors with Mary, who divorced Cord Meyer
in 1958.

One of Mary's close friends was the wife of writer James
Truitt, who was an assistant to Philip Graham. The press
chose to remain silent about JFK's affairs after Graham's
outburst. The following summer Graham suffered a



nervous breakdown and spent six weeks in a psychiatric
hospital. On August 4, 1963, Graham died at his farm of a
self-inflicted shotgun wound. Truitt also later committed
suicide. Mary Meyer was murdered on October 12, 1964.
After that for some reason Angleton ordered Newsweek
editor Ben Bradlee, a friend of Mary, to destroy her diary.

"The Mysterious Death of a Purported Presidential Parmour"
Chicago Tribune, November 22, 1998

https://www.chicagotribune.com/1998/11/22/the-mysterious-death-of-a-purported-presidential-paramour/

Sinatra and Kennedy Alliance Folds

Frank Sinatra discussed his support for Kennedy in a 1960
radio interview. His rendition of "High Hopes" transformed
the lyrics into a Kennedy campaign song that he
performed at concerts. Sinatra defended an entertainer's
right to express their political opinions. In February 1960,
Sinatra introduced Senator Kennedy to his ex-mistress,
Judith Campbell Exner, according to her 1977 book The
Dark Side of Camelot. In this expose she admitted to
having an affair with JFK through 1962. As a mistress for
Chicago mob boss Sam Giancana, she claimed, "l would
never have known mobsters if it hadn't been for Frank
Sinatra." She said the only reason she saw Giancana was
to report information back to Kennedy and to exchange
messages between the president and the mob.

After she was questioned by the FBI, she consulted
Kennedy, who told her not to worry. "They won't do
anything to you. And don't worry about Sam. You know he



works for us," asserted the president, according to Exner.
At the same time, Attorney General RFK put Giancana
under surveillance, as the president's brother was
sincerely adament on crumbling the mob. On March 22,
1962 FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover met with Kennedy and
warned that the president's association with Exner could
be problematic if the public found out.

https://people.com/archive/cover-story-the-dark-side-of-camelot-vol-29-no-8/

Sinatra was also the celebrity who introduced JFK to
actress Marilyn Monroe. Additionally, he organized donor
dinners for JFK during his campaign and made radio ads
for the candidate. One of the star's biggest contributions to
the new president was organizing a pre-inauguration show
with popular entertainers such as Gene Kelly, Nat King
Cole, Milton Berle and Ella Fitzgerald.

Kennedy's friendship with Sinatra came to an abrupt end
after Hoover met with RFK and recommended he warn his
brother to break ties with the singer. Hoover played a
secretly-recorded phone conversation between Sinatra
and Giancana, in which the mobster demanded the singer
use his relationship with the president to get the
administration to back off its crackdown of the mob. At the
time Sinatra had an affair with JFK's sister, Pat Kennedy
Lawford, who was the wife of actor Peter Lawford.



https://www.townandcountrymag.com/society/politics/a24443048/frank-sinatra-pat-
kennedy-affair-jfk-handsome-johnny-book-excerpt/

Due to evidence that Sinatra had deep associations with
mobsters, Kennedy suddenly banned the singer from the
White House. It came at a time when Sinatra was
preparing for the president to visit his elegant Palm
Springs home. Kennedy canceled the visit and chose to
stay instead at Bing Crosby's home. Sinatra was livid and
cut his ties with Lawford. The singer eventually left the
Democratic Party and joined the Republicans in 1970,
becoming a Ronald Reagan supporter. Sinatra had been a
supporter of Democratic candidates since FDR.

"Inside John F. Kennedy and Frank Sinatra's Powerful Friendship"

by Tim Ott
https://www.biography.com/political-figures/john-f-kennedy-frank-sinatra-friendship

Ronald Reagan had also been an FDR supporter and
loyal democrat who switched to Republican, supporting
both the Eisenhower and Nixon campaigns leading into
the Kennedy era. The Hollywood movie star who
advanced to Screen Actors Guild President, like Sinatra,
had issues with RFK by the sixties. Reagan worked for
General Electric as a spokesman for the company, which
coincided with his appearance as a TV host for General
Electric Theatre. Reagan began hosting the show in 1954
on CBS. It was consistently a top ten show.

According to a 2014 Thomas C. Reed book called The
Reagan Enigma: 1964-1980, RFK got Reagan fired from



his popular TV show in 1962. The Attorney General began
hounding Reagan in February 1962 as the Justice
Department ordered the star to appear before a grand jury
in Los Angeles to answer questions about the Screen
Actors Guild. A few weeks later, the Justice Department
issued subpoenas for the actor's tax returns. A few months
later, GE canceled Reagan's show.

Reagan told his son Michael that he learned from GE
Chairman Ralph Cordiner that RFK threatened to cancel
GE contracts with the government if Reagan weren't taken
off the air. Reagan then soon announced his flip from the
Democratic to Republican Party. He then gained attention
in the 1964 election by campaigning for Barry Goldwater
before successfully running for California governor two
years later.

Oswald's Double Life

While stationed in Minsk, Ukraine under rule of the Soviet
Union, Lee Harvey Oswald worked at a facility that
manufactured parts for radio equipment. In his hometown
New Orleans he wound up on the radio in August 1963.
How does a "lone nut" work in a factory and later get to be
on the airwaves when radio programmers have typically
sought lively rather than lonely people? The answer is
Oswald simply was not the character falsely painted by the
Warren Report.

On the program Oswald sounded incredibly



knowledgeable about Latin American politics and
economics, particularly what was going on with Castro's
socialist takeover of Cuba. He sounded like a collector of
detailed foreign data, similar to what intelligence agents
collect. Oswald mentioned that one of the first casualties
of war is freedom of speech and that government
propaganda is distributed through media such as radio
and newspapers.

Several credible JFK assassination researchers have
suggested Oswald was impersonated throughout the final
years of his life. It's possible that Oswald, like he
suggested after his arrest, was framed for the crimes he
was accused of. The impersonation theory might be easily
dismissed if it weren't for so many strange stories about
Oswald being in two places at the same time. Even when
Oswald was living in the Soviet Union, J. Edgar Hoover
issued a memo to his staff that someone may have been
impersonating Oswald in the United States.

Another reason why there's reason to believe someone
was impersonating Oswald was the fact that several
supposed photos of Oswald didn't match actual confirmed
pictures of him. Images that convicted Oswald in the
minds of media reporters were photos found by the Dallas
Police of the alleged assassin holding the supposed rifle
used to kill the president. But Oswald claimed the photos
were fake and that a photo of his head was superimposed
over someone else's body holding the rifle. The Warren
Commission tried to say a photo of an older heavy-set



man at the US Embassy in Mexico City was thin young
Oswald, when it clearly wasn't.

Furthermore, an audio tape of the "Oswald" at the US
Embassy did not sound like the real Oswald. Several other
stories about Oswald doubles have been explored by JFK
assassination researchers. Some researchers have
speculated that there were "two Oswalds" arrested at the
Texas Theatre in Dallas on November 22, 1963.

Lee Harvey Oswald's wife, Marina Oswald, initially told the
Warren Commission several incriminating things about her
husband. In 1965 she married Kenneth Porter, who
worked for Collins Radio in Dallas. Over the years her
view on the assassination changed. On September 13,
1978 she testified before the US House Select Committee
on Assassinations, in which she said her husband had a
favorable opinion of President Kennedy. Furthermore, she
said she believed Lee was a spy for the US government,
even while they were living together in the Soviet Union.

https://youtu.be/85UDCoBGJfQ?si=n-WUzxQJhaH1QpWo

In 1988 Marina told Ladies Home Journal, "At first, |
thought that Jack Ruby was swayed by passion - all of
America was grieving. But later, we found that he had
connections with the underworld. Now, | think Lee was
killed to keep his mouth shut." She went on to say "From
the new information now available, | am now convinced



that he was an FBI informant and believe that he did not
kill President Kennedy." Lee's mother Marguerite Oswald
asserted in interviews she thought her son was a CIA
agent.

https://time.com/archive/6808411/nation-a-mother-who-wants-to-write/

At the time of Oswald's arrest, he possessed in his wallet
a Selective Service System ID card displaying a photo of
him with the name "Alek J. Hidell." He would not answer
guestions from Dallas police officers about this alias,
which was used for a mail-order purchase of a rifle several
months earlier. The Warren Report said the Mannlicher-
Carcano rifle belonged to Oswald and it was used to Kkill
the president.

https://www.nytimes.com/1964/11/01/archives/an-oswald-alias-seen-as-anagram-the-
name-of-alek-j-hidell-linked-to.html

Interestingly, Oswald actually was a government spy when
he was stationed at a US naval facility in Atsugi, Japan.
His job was to monitor US U-2 spy planes over the Soviet
Union using radar. At this base the CIA conducted MK
Ultra research involving LSD.

https://theintercept.com/2022/12/19/lee-harvey-oswald-cia-Isd-jfk/



When Oswald was arrested for distubing the peace in
August 1963 handing out pro-Castro leaflets on the streets
of New Orleans, the leaflets could be traced to the
stamped address 544 Camp Street, which was the same
office that belonged to FBI man Guy Bannister.

https://digitalcommons.law.uga.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?
referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1112&context=fac_pm

Another dimension to Oswald's double life was the fact he
was not the "lone nut" the Warren Report made him out to
be. If he really were a "lone nut" why was he connected
with so many people in the US intelligence community?
One of his closest companions after returning to the US
from Russia was wealthy businessman George
DeMohrenschildt, who met the Oswalds at a party. He
befriended Lee and Marina, giving them financial support.

Ironically, DeMohrenschildt served as a godparent to
JFK's wife Jackie when she was a child. Born in Russia,
he came from a wealthy family. In America he was an
occasional CIA informant and worked for Texas oilman
Clint Murchison as a petroleum geologist. He was also
friends with other prominent oil tycoons, such as David
Harold Byrd and H.L. Hunt. It was DeMohrenschildt who
introduced the Oswalds to Ruth Paine, who had
intelligence connections in her family. She gave Lee the
referral for the job at the Texas School Book Depository a



month before the assassination.

In September 1976 DeMohrenschildt sent a hand-written
letter to CIA Director George Bush requesting assistance.
He complained his phone was bugged and worried that his
writing about Oswald upset the wrong people. Bush
responded by saying his staff was "unable to find any
indication of interest in your activities on the part of federal
authorities in recent years."

DeMohrenschildt fell into deep depression. On March 29,
1977 he was found dead of a shotgun wound to the head.
His widow Jeanne gave Congress a copy of his
manuscript called /| Am a Patsy! | Am a Patsy! It was about
how he believed Oswald was incapable of murder and that
he was framed by conspirators.

https://spartacus-educational.com/JFKoswaldM.htm

Fumbling with Films that Document Crimes

CBS reporter Dan Rather, who was in the media car
during the presidential motorcade for JFK in Dallas, was
shown a copy of the Zapruder film three days after the
assassination. Rather immediately told TV audiences the
president slumped forward, which is the opposite of what
the film showed if the frames were in proper order. Either
he was shown a bogus version of the film with flipped
frames or he was simply wrong. Rather later contended



what most viewers agreed upon - that the president flew
backward for just a split second then fell to his left, then
forward.

"Dan Rather's Account from November 25, 1963"
YouTube channel: Helmer Reenberg
https://youtu.be/kiSoxFHyjGY ?si=RPggrkkoWjp8YnJB

High Treason: The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy - What Really
Happened

By Robert J. Groden and Harrison Edward Livingstone, Page 101, The Conservatory
Press, Maryland, March 1989

https://youtu.be/kiSoxFHyjGY ?si=RPggrkkoWjp8YnJB

Rather was a young journalist at age 32 in 1963. He had
grown up in Houston and earned a journalism degree from
Sam Houston State University in 1953, but had already
worked for Associated Press as a reporter starting three
years earlier. He then worked for various Texas radio
stations, The Houston Chronicle and CBS affiliate KHOU-
TV in Houston. in 1962 he was named chief of the CBS
News bureau in Dallas, then in August 1963 he took a
similar position in New Orleans. It didn't matter if Rather
were wrong or right about the Zapruder film because his
coverage of the assassination gave him national TV
exposure. CBS then promoted him as White House
corresponent in 1964.

"How Dan Rather Helped Turn TV Journalism' Into an Oxymoron"

By Josh Alvarez, TexasMonthly, May 2, 2024
https://www.texasmonthly.com/arts-entertainment/how-dan-rather-helped-turn-tv-
journalism-into-an-oxymoron/

As far as photographic evidence, at least the JFK



assassination was documented by multiple films and
photographs. That wasn't the case with the RFK
assassination in 1968. Photographer Scott Enyart took
several snapshots of Senator Robert Kennedy up to the
shooting, but those photos were destroyed by the LAPD.
"For them to destroy it," Enyart said, "only leads me to
believe that something's being covered up."

Authorities also ignored about a dozen eyewitnesses
(including RFK campaign worker Sandra Serrano) who
said they saw and heard a woman in a polka dot dress say
"we've shot him" as she and a man were leaving the crime
scene at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles. Serrano
asked the woman who she shot and she replied "Senator
Kennedy." The police wrote off this story as a hoax.

The media ignored coroner Dr. Thomas Noguchi's report
that the shot came from behind RFK, where his hired
security guard, Thane Eugene Cesar was standing. Cesar
just happened to be an ultra conservative who despised
Kennedy. The accused assassin Sirhan Sirhan was
standing in front of the senator. Both Cesar and Sirhan
posessed a .22 calibre revolver and RFK was killed by
bullets from that type of gun. Several withesses who
differed from the official narrative that Sirhan was the lone
assassin were pressured by the LAPD to change their
stories.

"The Assassination of Robert Kennedy"
Non-Aligned Hollywood, September 27, 2016
https://youtu.be/KYo52UckVVY ?si=M8TkWF-u8afA57hO



Dirty Garage Rock Lyrics on J. Edgar's Radar

"Louie Louie" was a big hit record on an indie label by The
Kingsmen in late 1963 and early 1964. It made number
one on several music industry charts, as well as Dick
Clark's popular TV dance show American Bandstand. But
it only made number two on the Billboard Hot 100, which
seemed to favor more traditional-sounding records at the
time. Each chart had its own unique methodology
depending on the direction the magazine publisher wanted
to lean. The record's genre was garage rock, which grew
out of local music scenes and independent labels. It had
been regarded by industry elites as unprofessional music.
Billboard specifically catered to corporate executives in
radio and music.

After "Louie Louie" reached its peak in January 1964, FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover was notified by a few teens that
the song, which went on to be one of the biggest hits of all
time, contained dirty lyrics. Hoover actually spent more
time on investigating the record's lyrics than he did on
investigating the JFK assassination. No fan or friend of
Kennedy, Hoover only spent a few days on the presidential
tragedy, since the murder of Oswald closed the case in his
mind. But he actually spent a few months investigating
The Kingsmen, their indie label Wand Records and the
publisher of "Louie Louie," which was written by r&b singer
Richard Berry in the fifties.



It all turned out to be a waste of time once Hoover
determined that the lyrics of "Louie Louie," as recorded by
Portland, Oregon-based band The Kingsmen, were too
slurred to figure out. A lesser known "conspiracy"
surrounding the hit was that the band didn't get paid for its
incredible success until reaching court settlements in the
nineties, despite having sold millions of units in the sixties.

Another government ruling involving the recording was
that the band had to stop lipsyncing to the hit record at
their live events. That's because the singer on the record,
18-year-old Joe Ely, left the band before it became a big
hit. The $50 recording was done in a few takes and the
band wasn't happy with a few mistakes in it, such as Ely
coming in too early after the instrumental break.

Once "Louie Louie" saturated the airwaves, Ely asked to
rejoin the band but was denied by drummer Lynn Easton,
who took over. Easton claimed his mother came up with
the band name, so he owned the rights to it. But the public
didn't seem to notice who the singer was as the band
continued to play live shows and release records under
Easton's direction. A court ruled in favor of Ely, who
complained Easton was pretending to be the singer of the
hit recording at shows, which came to an end with this
ruling.

A major key to the record's success was that the band was
discovered and managed by a radio host named Ken
Chase, who worked at KISN in Portland. It was Chase



who booked time at the studio where the band recorded
"Louie Louie." He also owned a night club called "The
Chase" where he made The Kingsmen the house band.
Both Ely and Easton claimed in interviews their version of
"Louie Louie" contained no profanity, other than drummer
Easton accidentally said the "f word" near the one-minute
mark when he messed up with his drumsticks. This
utterance could only be heard faintly and required very
careful listening to catch it.

As a footnote to the "Louie Louie" story and the power of
indie labels at the time, indie band The Kingsmen won the
battle with Paul Revere & The Raiders, who were signed
to Columbia Records in 1963. The fellow Pacific
Northwest-based major label band released a slicker
version of "Louie Louie" at the same time, but it didn't even
make the Hot 100. Then again, that's because Columbia
A&R executive/TV host Mitch Miller hated rock and roll
and didn't want to promote it. Out of all the cover versions
of this song, The Kingsmen had the biggest hit. After Miller
left Columbia within the next year, the label finally started
promoting Paul Revere & The Raiders, as well as signing
other rock bands such as The Byrds.

Hoover Refuses to Retire

On January 1, 1965 Hoover turned 70 years old, which

was the mandatory age of retirement for federal workers.
But his close friendship with LBJ and support from Nixon
allowed him to maintain the position for the rest of his life.



Hoover and Johnson were so close in Washington DC,
they were neighbors.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS (1932-1968)
Parties: Republican (R), Democrat (D), Independent (l)

YEAR WINNER (PARTY) - ELECTORAL VOTES VS LOSER (PARTY) - ELECTORAL VOTES
Franklin D. Roosevelt (D) - 472 VS Herbert Hoover (R) - 59
Franklin D. Roosevelt (D) - 523 VS Alfred Landon (R) - 8
Franklin D. Roosevelt (D) - 449 VS Wendell Willkie (R) - 82
Franklin D. Roosevelt (D) - 432 VS Thomas Dewey (R) - 99
Harry Truman (D) - 303 VS Thomas Dewey (R) - 189 VS Strom Thurmond (I) - 39
Dwight Eisenhower (R) - 442 VS Adlai Stevenson (D) - 89
Dwight Eisenhower (R) - 457 VS Adlai Stevenson (D) - 73
John F. Kennedy (D) - 303 VS Richard Nixon (R) - 219
Lyndon B. Johnson (D) - 486 VS Barry Goldwater (R) - 52
Richard Nixon (R) - 301 VS Hubert Humphrey (D) - 191 VS George Wallace (l) - 46

United States Presidential Elections"
Britannica
https://www.britannica.com/topic/list-of-United-States-presidential-elections-2080835

US Senator Harry F. Byrd (D-VA) - a former Virginia
governor and newspaper publisher - and his running mate
Senator Strom Thurmond (D-SC) picked up 15 electoral
votes in the south during the 1960 election. Both were
known segregationists. The following year "dixiecrat"
Thurmond flipped to Republican. Byrd's son of the same
name succeeded him as Virginia senator in 1965. As an
historic tidbit, Byrd's cousin Texas oilman David Harold
Byrd, a close friend of LBJ, was the owner of the Texas
School Book Depository building in Dallas. That's where
the Warren Report claimed shots came from that killed
Kennedy. The building eventually became a museum
about the JFK assassination.

"Texas School Book Depository"
By Matthew Hayes Nall, Texas State Historical Association (TSHA)
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/texas-school-book-depository



LBJ's Secret TV & Radio Profits

During the Great Depression, Lyndon B. Johnson was
penniless. Then in 1934 he met Claudia Taylor, whom was
nicknamed "Lady Bird." She was the daughter of a wealthy
land and agricultural business owner. The couple used
some of Lady Bird's inheritance money to fund LBJ's
political campaigns and to purchase Austin, Texas radio
station KTBC in 1943 for $17,500. Interestingly, that was
the same year LBJ as a Texas congressman helped save
the FCC, which was about to face budget cuts. The FCC
then helped LBJ by quickly granting the station license to
his wife, bypassing other bidders. The agency also
allowed the station to move to the clearer frequency of 590
AM.

"How LBJ Turned Politics Into a Multi-Million Dollar Empire"
WW2 Memento, March 18, 2026
https://youtu.be/oolzChB211ls?si=A9uV9xatDLnF9iXo

The couple formed a company called LBJ Holding Co., in
which Lady Bird served as president. She then bought a
TV station in 1952, which became KTBC-TV Channel 7. At
the time it was the only VHF station in Austin and was
allowed to be a TV monopoly. In 1960 the company added
(98.7) KTBC-FM to their portfolio of stations. It was this



radio-TV business that turned the Johnsons into multi-
millionaires.

Johnson began identifying himself as a millionaire by 1948
while serving in the US Senate. That year the company
had reached a value of $15 million. He actually became
one of the richest presidents in history. LBJ used his
media properties as part of a scheme for exchanging
political favors in the Senate with advertising purchases at
his stations.

"Who was 'Little Lyndon' LBJ Fixer Bobby Baker?"
America's Untold Stories, April 11, 2023
https://www.youtube.com/live/yb8CkH2uwGk?si=ef4JRYOXz1yB91Ix

Another source of funding for LBJ's political career was
from defense contractor Brown and Root. As Senate
Majority Leader, he served on defense committees and
influenced which companies got the big contracts. Brown
and Root stayed in the loop and gained lucrative contracts
during the Vietham War, thanks to their loyal companion
LBJ. The company was eventually acquired by Halliburton.

Following LBJ's death in 1973, the family sold the TV
station and changed the call letters of the radio combo to
KLBJ-AM and FM. The FM station had already adopted a
progressive rock format in 1972 while the AM station's
format was MOR mixed with news and talk. A few decades
later, the family sold their media properties for over $150
million.



"Johnson, Virtually Penniless in 1937, Left a Fortune Valued at $20-Million"

New York Times, by Martin Waldron, January 28, 1973
https://www.nytimes.com/1973/01/28/archives/johnson-virtually-penniless-in-1937-left-a-fortune-
valued-at.html

How Tragedy Can Bury Political Scandals

JFK was going to drop LBJ from the 1964 ticket, according
to LBJ biographer Robert Caro, as well as Kennedy's
personal secretary Evelyn Lincoln. One of LBJ's closest
advisers, Bobby Baker, was investigated by the Senate for
corrupt business activity. Baker's nickname was "Little
Lyndon" because he worked closely with the VP and
former senator for years. Senator John J. Williams (R-DE)
oversaw the investigation into Baker and began exposing
his corruption in October 1963. Williams, along with his
friend Prescott Bush, had been considered by lke for the
VP slot in 1952.

The Years of Lyrndon Johnson: The Passage of Power
By Robert Caro, published by Alfred A. Knopf Inc., New York, 2002
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0375713255/ref=as_li_tf _tl

This growing public scandal could potentially destroy
Johnson's career and land him in prison for bribery,
kickbacks and other misuse of a public office. Life
Magazine considered running a story on allegations about
the vice president in late November, but that story was
overshadowed by the JFK assassination and canceled.



Senator Williams and other political forces seeking
charges against LBJ quickly withered away as the new
president took control of government.

"LBJ Gets Caught for Corruption -- Almost"
Delanceyplace.com, June 13, 2019
https://delanceyplace.com/view-archives.php?p=3868

President Lyndon B. Johnson

Senate investigators found that Baker set up sexual favors
to get congressional votes. Baker was pressured into
resigning as Secretary to the Majority Leader on October
7, 1963. Although LBJ, RFK and FBI Director Hoover were
able to diffuse the investigation, Baker was convicted of
tax evasion and served 12 months in prison.



Planes have crashed and disappeared since the beginning
of aviation. Two peculiar plane mysteries stand out in the
Watergate era. Just weeks before the 1972 election,
Senate Majority Leader Hale Boggs (D-LA) disappeared
on a plane flight over Alaska in bad weather. He was riding
with Alaska congress member Nicholas Begich (D-AK),
who was campaigning for re-election. Boggs had served
on the Warren Commission and doubted the results. He
wanted to reopen the case as well as get deeper into
Watergate. A search team never found the plane and the
passengers were presumed dead. The senator has since
been largely forgotten in American history, but his
daughter, Cokie Roberts, became a well known TV
journalist.

"The Disappearance of Marjority Leader Hale Boggs of Louisiana and Representative Nicholas
Begich of Alaska"

History.house.gov, October 16, 1972
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1951-2000/The-Disappearance-of-Majority-
Leader-Hale-Boggs-of-Louisiana-and-Representative-Nicholas-Begich-of-Alaska/

Another strange plane disaster was the crash that killed
Dorothy Hunt, wife of Watergate burglar/CIA agent E.
Howard Hunt. On December 8, 1972 the commercial jet
(United Airlines Flight 553) carrying Hunt crashed near
Midway International Airport in Chicago. The plane hit a
residential area, killing two residents of a house, along
with 43 of the 61 people on the Boeing 737. The crash
killed two other notable public figures besides Hunt: US
Representative George Collins (D-IL) and CBS news
journalist Michele Clark, who covered the 1972 democratic
primaries and Watergate stories.



Hunt was carrying a stash of $100 bills worth $10,000 on
the plane. While it's unclear why she was transporting so
much cash, ex-CIA man/Watergate burglar James McCord
speculated the money may have been to pay defendents
caught up in the break-in scandal, perhaps for legal
expenses. McCord cooperated with the investigation and
was released from prison after four months. He told
authorities the White House was aware of the break-in and
facilitated the coverup.

Nixon's adviser Chuck Colson told Time magazine in 1974
the CIA was responsible for the plane crash, but he also
speculated they were trying to bring down Nixon. Later
that year Colson began serving a seven-month prison
sentence for his role in Watergate.

"50 years ago, a 737 fell from the sky and flattened home on the Southwest Side"

The Chicago Sun-Times, by Courtney Kueppers, December 7, 2022
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2022/12/7/23498806/united-flight-737-crash-anniversary-midway-
airport-southwest-side-neighborhood

Nixon's Trouble with News Media

For a politician who blamed his downfalls on media
propaganda and media leaks, Richard Nixon actually had
plenty of high-profile support from all facets of the news



and entertainment world. In 1968 he was endorsed by
actor John Wayne, comedian Jackie Gleason, funk star
James Brown, singer Connie Francis, baseball star Jackie
Robinson and evangelist Billy Graham. Nixon was
personal friends with media owner John Kluge, who
owned the Metromedia TV and radio chain that he sold to
Rupert Murdoch's media company 20th Century Fox in
1986. Metromedia owned KMET in Los Angeles and other
freeform/rock stations across America.

"1968 Presidential Race"
The Pop History Dig
https://pophistorydig.com/topics/tag/celebrities-for-nixon/

The connections between the JFK assassination, the
Viethnam War and Watergate tied together in several ways.
JFK was unfriendly to the oil industry and war machine.
LBJ, by contrast, was close friends with several oil tycoons
and made a fortune delivering favors to the defense
industry. Nixon, an admirer of LBJ for getting things done,
continued the Vietnam war policy, and like his
predecessor, approved of illegal military actions in the far
east.

Leaks of these illegal actions to the media created
paranoia in the Nixon administration. This fear climaxed
with the Watergate break-in. From there, coverup of
government corruption became the gamble. Several Nixon
appointees reappeared in the Reagan administration, only
to engage in more shinanigans.



"List of Bush Officials Indicted, Convicted, Investigated, Etc."

Mother Jones, by Jonathan Stein

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2006/1 2/list-bush-officials-indicted-convicted-
investigated-etc/

Nixon tried to toughen his law and order stance in 1970
during the murder trial of Charles Manson and his "family"
of cult members. They were tried for the murders of
actress Sharon Tate and several others in August 1969.
The prosecution alleged that hippy-looking Manson was a
cult leader who convinced his drug-influenced followers to
commit the murders.

In August 1970 Nixon told the press while the trial was
underway that Manson was "guilty, directly or indirectly, of
eight murders without reason." But within 24 hours ex-



attorney Nixon withdrew the statement, saying "the last
thing | would do is prejudice the legal rights of any person,
in any circumstances." Manson's legal team tried to use
the Nixon headline to request a mistrial, but the judge said
there was no basis for a mistrial.

https://www.nytimes.com/1970/08/04/archives/nixon-calls-manson-guilty-later-
withdraws-remark-refers-to-coast.html

Downplayed in the trial was the fact that Manson was well
known to the Laurel Canyon music scene in Los Angeles.
He became acquainted with Dennis Wilson of the Beach
Boys after he picked up two female family members who
were hitchhiking. He let them stay in his home while he
went to a recording session with the band. When he
returned, his home was packed with partiers including
Charles Manson, who turned out to be a singer/songwriter.

Dennis became interested in Manson's music for awhile
and tried to pitch his songs to music industry people such
as producer Terry Melcher, the son of actress Doris Day.
Melcher produced The Byrds and other L.A. bands. But he
passed on Manson's music. After awhile Dennis' talk about
getting Manson a record deal began to fizzle and it didn't
happen. Manson somehow was convinced that the
Beatles' song "Helter Skelter" was a secret message
about a racial war, as he used the title as a slogan to
manipulate his followers. Manson believed whites would
prevail in a racial war with minorities.



The first group of Manson victims were Sharon Tate and
her visiting friends. She had risen to stardom through the
1967 film Valley of the Dolls. Her husband producer
Roman Polanski was away making a film. They rented the
home that was previously occupied by Terry Melcher,
whose roommate was singer Mark Lindsay of Paul Revere
& The Raiders. Manson may have been trying to get back
at Melcher for not taking interest in his music.

Manson and some of his followers were ultimately
convicted of murder. Although Manson denied he was part
of the hippy movement, the media painted him as a hippy
who brainwashed other hippies. The case greatly shifted
America's perception of hippies, that they were violent
instead of peaceful. The free Rolling Stones concert at
Altamont Raceway in the San Francisco Bay Area in late
1969 also hurt the hippy movement with the stabbing
death of a "fan" by a Hell's Angel biker who was hired for
security. Soon bikers were lumped in with hippies as
cultural misfits.

One thing that remains unclear about Manson is whether
or not he participated in the CIA's MK Ultra experiments
designed to use LSD to create assassins. Manson spent
many years in prison for car theft and other crimes. Upon
his release in 1967, he resided in the Haight Ashbury
district of San Francisco, the center of the hippy
movement. There he took LSD for the first time. Nearby
that area was a research team headed by psychiatrist Dr.



Louis "Jolly" West, who also worked with the CIA's MK
Ultra program.

West researched hippies who took LSD. Author Tom
O'Neill of the book Chaos: Charles Manson, the CIA and
the Secret History of the Sixties was unable to tie West
directly with Manson, but hinted at a possible connection.
He noted that Jolly West was also a figure in the Jack
Ruby trial. He served as Ruby's psychiatrist and helped
reverse the court's decision to give Oswald's killer the
death penalty.

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CHRG-119hhrg64141/pdf/
CHRG-119hhrg64141.pdf

America Grows Tired of Failed Politics

One of the big secrets Nixon kept from the public was his
slush fund that he used to pay for his 1972 re-election
campaign. Donations came from business leaders such as
McDonald's CEO Ray Kroc. According to US Senator
Harrison Williams (D-NJ), Kroc gave the Nixon campaign
$255,000 in exchange for the president blocking a
minimum wage hike from $1.60 to $2.00. A spokesperson
for Kroc, however, denied the donation was for a favor.

"The 1972 Campaign"

New York Times, by Philip Shabecoff, October 13, 1972
https://www.nytimes.com/1972/10/13/archives/campaign-gift-linked-to-plan-on-low-
youth-pay.html



The president threatened executives who were hesitant to
donate with warnings about IRS pressure. By outspending
McGovern 2-1, Nixon was simply the more visible and
illuminated candidate. Instead of typical campaigning from
town to town, he focused on getting free national media
coverage for his presidential duties.

Nixon got help from John Connally flipping to republican
and coming up with stategies to promote "democrats for
Nixon" in TV ads. He also got the endorsement of singer
Sammy Davis Jr. and found support from a Hollywood
party in August 1972 from friends such as singer Frank
Sinatra, actor Charleton Heston, comedian Jack Benny,
singer Jimmy Durante and actor Ray Bolger. Additionally, a
majority of major market newspapers endorsed Nixon.

"Nixons Entertain Their Hollywood Backers"

New York Times, by Robert B. Semple Jr., August 28, 1972
https://www.nytimes.com/1972/08/28/archives/nixons-entertain-their-hollywood-
backers.html

Nixon's term led to a period of political incoherence with
four presidents in a row suffering from shortened terms.
Nixon resigned after a year and a half into his second
term, followed by unelected Ford, who finished out the
term then lost to unknown Carter. The Carter downfall of
one term then losing to Reagan/Bush could be traced to
the sluggish economy and the Iran hostage crisis. Carter
withheld secrets from the public about how the capture of
American hostages occurred at the US Embassy in Iran by



Iranian students. Carter also divided democrats due to his
primary challenge from Ted Kennedy. Until that point,
America still seemed locked into Kennedy family
reflections as the political ideal.

Carter had been governor of Georgia when he defeated
Ford in 1976. Despite being relatively unknown to most
Americans, Carter seized upon the Vietham War's
unpopularity and promised to pardon draft dodgers who
fled to Canada. He was favored as a Washington outsider,
as the dark clouds of Watergate hung over the
republicans. His friends The Aliman Brothers promoted
Carter at their concerts. For awhile, Carter appeared to be
the young rockin' reformer, but the recession and the Iran
hostage crisis ultimately ruined his presidency. His failed
attempt to rescue hostages turned into a deadly disaster
during the election.

Reagan faced a challenge within his own party in 1980
from Texas oilman George Bush, who was appointed by
Ford as CIA Director in 1976 for a one-year stint. During
his brief time as CIA chief, Bush told the press, "There's
no politics in this for me. Good heavens. You'd have to be
hallucinating to think there's any political mileage in this
kind of a job." After losing the 1980 presidential republican
nomination to Reagan, Bush agreed to become the former
actor's running mate.

"George H.W. Bush in 1976"

CBS, 60 Minutes, 1976
https://youtu.be/eFXcdNtjv1U?si=ADjVvOSqYYpG1lJX



Women's Movement Contrasts with Reagan

One thing that stands out about the Reagan administration
is that it went against the grain of the women's movement.
Historians have now identified the 60s/70s/80s era as the
"second wave" of the feminist movement. Reagan
opposed the Equal Rights Amendment for women, but he
did appoint the first woman to the Supreme Court,
conservative Sandra Day O'Connor. The first wave was
the first century of women struggling for equal rights.
Starting in the sixties, feminists such as journalist Gloria
Steinem emerged as vocal supporters of liberal legislation
to overcome systemic discrimination of women,
particularly in the workplace.

She gained national attention in 1963 when she was hired
by Show magazine to write about the Playboy Club in New
York City. The job required dressing up as a Playboy
bunny. Steinem claimed she took on the undercover gig to
find out how women were mistreated by men in terms of
working conditions at such venues. She wrote about
getting pinched, her tail pulled and propositions from
males.



il {5 oy
Gloria Steinem goes undercover as Playboy bunny

Her article called "Outrageous Acts and Everyday
Rebellions" put her in the national spotlight, but it also led
to a $1 million libel lawsuit and other backlash with
threatening phone calls. She was also unable to land
writing jobs for awhile.

"Gloria Steinem hopped in a bunny suit so other female writers could leap"
The Los Angeles Times, by Emily St. Martin, September 5, 2026
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/books/story/2026-09-05/gloria-steinem-

playboy-bunny

In 1964 she rebounded with Beatlemania by interviewing



John Lennon. Three years later the Washington Post and
the New York Times both reported on her connection with
the CIA. Steinem started her career with an organization
called Independent Research Service, which was funded
indirectly by the CIA through foundations. She held this
writing position from 1958 through 1962.

During that period she helped organize groups to attend
World Youth Festivals in Vienna and Helsinki. Steinem
was quoted by the Times as saying, "l was happy to find
some liberals in government in those days who were
farsighted and cared enough to get Americans of all
political views to the festivals."

https://uscpublicdiplomacy.org/blog/feminist-was-spy

In 1971 Steinem and others co-founded Ms. magazine,
which catered to women supporting legislation that
favored women's rights. Contrary to conspiracy theorists
who claimed she was an intelligence community plant to
promote anti-communist views to liberals, Steinem
opposed the Vietnam War. She supported the Equal
Rights Amendment. The magazine served as a leading
voice on the empowerment of women. When the song "l
Am Woman" by Helen Reddy became a big hitin 1973,
Steinem met with the singer at a show to praise the
women's empowerment anthem she had written. That
same year Steinem voiced her support for the Roe v.
Wade Supreme Court decision that gave women the right



to abortion.

https://www.laprogressive.com/gender-discrimination/permission-to-choose

Despite clear differences in ideology regarding women
with Reagan holding a traditional view, women still voted
for Reagan in both his presidential elections. In 1980
Reagan gained 47% support from women vs. Carter's
46%, according to a CBS News/New York Times survey.
Then in 1984 Reagan enjoyed 58% support from women.
Keep in mind, 1984 was the first year a woman appeared
on a national ticket in the history of both leading political
parties. Geraldine Ferraro was democrat Walter Mondale's
running mate, but the democrats still lost by a major
landslide.

https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/how-groups-voted-1980

https://ropercenter.cornell.edu/how-groups-voted-1984



Theory of Reaganomics Wins TV Debates

At the center of Reagan's campaign ideology was the
notion of reducing the size and role of government. His
economic vision that would come to be known as
"Reaganomics" came from economist/author Milton
Freedman, whose free market vision contrasted with the
New Deal of government intervention derived by the works
of economist John Maynard Keynes in the FDR era.
Reagan's shift from New Deal to free market economics
was gradual in the late fifties and early sixties, as he tried
to distance himself from what he called "socialism."

Reaganomics sounded like it was fighting big government,
but it was really creating wealth inequality by making the
rich richer and the poor poorer. The false promise was that
tax cuts on big corporations would encourage bosses to
hire more and pay higher wages to employees. Reagan
crafted his economic plan to sound like a victory for all
Americans, when it was essentially socialism for the
wealthy corporations in the form of big subsidies,
especially for defense contractors.

Carter and Reagan faced off in two televised debates in
the fall of 1980. Both encounters were sponsored by the
League of Women Voters, which had sponsored the three
debates between Carter and Ford four years earlier. The
first debate was held in Baltimore September 21 and
unlike the next debate, included third party candidate John
Anderson. He was allowed to participate because he



achieved at least 15% in polls. Due to Reagan's
commanding performance that boosted his poll numbers,
Anderson slipped in subsequent polls and did not meet the
criteria for the second debate in Cleveland on October 28.

It was the second debate that drew the larger television
audience, attracting over 80 million viewers. Going into the
debate, Carter actually had an 8-point lead with likely
voters in a Gallup poll. But Reagan continued to gain
momentum due to his impressive speaking skills. One of
Reagan's most memorable quotes was, "our first priority
must be world peace ... and the use of force is always and
only a last resort when everything else has failed ... and
then with regard to our national security." He added that
the burden of maintaining the peace falls on the United
States.

To liberals, Reagan sounded like the peace candidate
while to conservatives he sounded like the protector of
freedom. About two-thirds of poll respondents immediately
after the debate believed Reagan was the winner. In the
days that followed in the final week of the campaign,
Carter's approval rating slipped and Reagan finally gained
a lead in the Gallup poll, surging to a 3-point advantage.

"Late Upsets are Rare, but Have Happened"
Gallup News, October 27, 2006
https://news.gallup.com/poll/111451/late-upsets-rare-happened.aspx



Carter Concedes Defeat Early

On Election Day November 4, 1980 once the TV networks
began reporting results, Reagan led the entire evening.
Due to the three-way race, Reagan was held to 50.7% in
the popular vote, over Carter's 41% while Anderson's
6.6% was a result of attracting a mix of democrats and
moderate republicans. But the more important electoral
vote was decisive for Reagan, who won 44 states for a
total of 489 electoral votes to Carter's 49 electoral votes.
Carter just won his home state of Georgia, five other
states and Washington DC.

President Jimmy Carter



Not only did Carter lose the election in the most miserable
way, he let down supporters by conceding defeat to
Reagan early in the evening, before the polls even closed
in California. NBC declared Reagan the winner at 5:15 pm
Pacific Time then Carter conceded defeat less than a few
hours later at 6:50 pm Pacific Time. Polls in California,
|ldaho, Oregon and Washington remained open until 8:00
pm. Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill (D-MA) was
particularly disappointed that Carter's early concession
hurt western congressional races. Carter opened his
concession speech with, "l promised you four years ago
that | would never lie to you, so | can't stand here tonight
and say it doesn't hurt." He went on to say he had already
congratulated Reagan in a phone call and telegram.

"President Jimmy Carter Concession Speech"
C-Span.org
https://www.c-span.org/video/?418299-1/president-jimmy-carter-concession-speech

By conceding defeat early on election night while polls in
the west were still open, Carter further damaged
Democratic Party campaigns. Senator Frank Church (D-
ID), after brilliantly championing investigations into
government corruption, suffered a surprise defeat by only
about 4,000 votes. Young voters who could have put him
over the top didn't bother voting once they saw or heard
about Carter's televised concession speech.

"Back to Church"



By Chris Mooney, Prospect.org, December 19, 2001
https://prospect.org/features/back-church/

The loss of Church in the Senate was very devastating for
genuine liberals since he was such a respected and
authoritative leader of the left. He would be the only
democrat in Idaho history (the state was admitted to the
Union in 1890) to win re-election to the US Senate through
the early 21st century. He served four consecutive terms.

Church briefly attended Stanford University before joining
the US Army in 1942 to serve as a military intelligence
officer stationed in Asia. After the war he attended law
school and became an attorney. Although he lost a race
running for the state legislature in 1952, he was elected to
the US Senate in 1956 at age 32, unseating the
incumbent. In the Senate he worked closely with LBJ and
served on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.

In 1960 he gave the keynote speech at the Democratic
National Convention, which elevated his national profile.
Two years later he won a second term in the senate, then
a third term in 1968, as he stood against his friend LBJ by
opposing the Vietham War. Ultimately, his outspoken voice
played a significant role in ending the war. Church won a
fourth term in 1974,

He ran for president in 1976 and won a few early
primaries, but couldn't catch up with Carter, whom he went
on to support. As an environmentalist, Senator Church



helped preserve wilderness areas. His investigative
committee into government corruption led to the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA) of 1978, which set
new responsibilities for gathering information on foreign
agents suspected of espionage or terrorism on domestic
soil. It gave Congress and the judicial branch more
oversight involving intelligence surveillance while
maintaining secrecy. The bill was introduced by Ted
Kennedy and signed by Carter. After losing his bid for a
fifth senate term, Church returned to practicing law, but
developed pancreatic cancer and died at age 59 in early
1984.

"The Last Honest Man: Idaho Sen. Frank Church's legacy and the American intelligence
community"

By Marc C. Johnson, Idaho Capital Sun, May 31, 2023
https://idahocapitalsun.com/2023/05/31/the-last-honest-man-idaho-sen-frank-churchs-
legacy-and-the-american-intelligence-community/

Who Could've Guessed the October Surprise?

The October Surprise was a major key to Reagan's
decisive victory. It was a similar story to Nixon's victory in
1968 when the candidate approached South Viethnamese
officials days before the election to thwart peace talks LBJ
and Humphrey had initiated. Nixon's "secret plan to end
the war with peace and honor" simply became forgotten
campaign rhetoric as the war raged on for four more years
until his National Security Adviser Henry Kissinger lied to
the public that "peace was at hand" days before the 1972
election.



Kissinger's rise to power was through John D. Rockefeller
Jr.'s son David Rockefeller, the Director of the Council on
Foreign Relations when Kissinger joined the organization
in the fifties. As head of Chase Manhattan Bank,
Rockefeller made over a billion dollars in loan money
available to the US-backed Shah of Iran, Mohammad
Reza Pahlavi. The Shah led Iran from 1941 to 1979, as he
was very friendly to US oil interests. Rockefeller went on
to support Reagan over Carter and worked with Kissinger
and the team that plotted to keep the hostages in captivitiy
until after the election.

"Carter, Rockefeller and The Shah of Iran"
By Robin Young and Samantha Raphelson, WBUR, January 2, 2020
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/01/02/shah-of-iran-diplomacy

Despite being a democrat, Texas politician and real estate
mogul Ben Barnes helped tilt the 1980 election in
Reagan's favor, much like John Connally, a democratic
Texas governor who flipped to republican under Nixon.
Connally and Barnes were partners in a real estate firm
that ultimately went bankrupt later in the eigthies. Barnes
admitted to the New York Times in March 2023 that he and
Connally made the trip to Iran, representing the Reagan
campaign, and asked the nation's officials to delay the
release of US hostages until after the election.

The trip by the two Texans was part of a broader mission
to visit other Middle Eastern leaders to promote Reagan.
Those other nations included Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Israel,



Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. Barnes claimed to be
unaware at that time that Connally was positioning himself
for a role in the Reagan Administration. Connally, who kept
popping up in pivotal moments of US history from the JFK
assassination to taking America off the gold standard as
Nixon's Treasury Secretary, had run for the GOP
nomination against Reagan and Bush in 1980 republican
primaries, but failed to gain widespread support.

Following the trip, Connally met with Reagan's campaign
manager William Casey to discuss his encounters with
Middle East leaders. Casey went on to be appointed by
Reagan as CIA Director. Another individual who confirmed
Reagan's request to hold hostages until after the election
was Iran President Abulhassan Banisadr. Iran agreed to
hold the hostages in exchange for weapons from the US
that were funneled through Israel. Iran released the 52
Americans five minutes after Reagan was inaugurated.

"15 October Surprises That Wreaked Havoc on Politics"
By Taylor Gree, The Intercept, October 4, 2016
https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2016/10/october-surprises-214320/

Bush Family Friend Tries to Kill Reagan

The first time Vice President Bush came close to the
presidency was when President Reagan got shot on
March 30, 1981. The shooter was John Hinckley Jr., who
was the son of a Texas oil leader well acquainted with
George Bush and his family. John Hinckley Sr. was the



founder, chairman and CEO of Vanderbilt Energy. Only for
a day did network news programs report the Hinckley-
Bush family friendship. John Jr.'s brother Scott was VP of
the company and had planned to have dinner with George
Bush's son Neil Bush the day after the shooting. Then that
story just went away. Instead, the media focused on how
the shooter was obsessed with actress Jodie Foster and
was trying to gain her attention.

"Actress's Testimony Videotaped for Hinckley's Long-Delayed Trial"

The New York Times, by Stuart Taylory, March 31, 1982
https://www.nytimes.com/1982/03/31/us/actress-s-testimony-videotaped-for-hinckley-s-
long-delayed-trial.html

War on Drugs vs Smuggler's Blues

Reagan's presidency combined a very vocal and visible
domestic Nixonesque campaign called the "War on Drugs"
with a very secret illegal foreign policy of trading arms for
hostages. The scandal became known as the "lran-Contra
Affair." Reagan had campaigned on the pledge that he
would never negotiate with terrorists, but once in the Oval
Office behind closed doors, the policy flipped. Reagan's
administration worked with foreign officials of Iran and
other Middle East and Latin American nations to make
deals involving laundering money and shipping weapons
to anti-communist rebels known as "contras."

The democratic congress had denied the Reagan
administration funding for toppling left-leaning



governments in Latin America. So the administration went
underground to trade weapons illegally and fund
clandestine intelligence operations with money that came
from the crack epidemic of the 80s. Crack was made of
cocaine laced with other materials to stretch the product -
a trick to increase profit margins for drug dealers. It was
cheaper than coke, fueling its popularity in low income
neighborhoods across America in the eighties.

President Ronald Reagan

The elaborate scheme was built on criminal networks
interacting with each other. US officials looked the other
way as Latin American drug lords gave US smugglers
cocaine to fly into Miami and lesser known places like



Mena, Arkansas. Bill Clinton happened to be governor of
Arkansas at the time and was aware of the cocaine
shipments, according to former CIA agent/drug smuggler
Gene "Chip" Tatum. The ex-agent began exposing his
secrets in an interview by former FBI Bureau Chief/Los
Angeles, Ted Gunderson, who hosted a radio show.
Gunderson's name popped up in a 1976 Billboard article
about his investigation of counterfeiting in the music
business.

"Chip Tatum - Black Ops Interview with Ted Gunderson"
TV Junkie, May 13, 2018
https://youtu.be/GeUZEOExd90?7si=gduuFtmEL7AO0XnJ-

Another pilot who smuggled in drugs to Mena was Barry
Seal, according to Roger Morris, author of Partners in
Power: The Clintons and Their America. Morris was a
journalist who worked as a National Security Council staff
member for the LBJ and Nixon administrations. Seal was
arrested by US Drug Enforcement officials and agreed to
become their undercover informant ... prior to his murder
in February 1987. Films made about Seal as a main
character include Doublecrossed (1991), The Infiltrator
(2016) and American Made (2017). The CIA has denied
Seal worked for the agency and there is no clear evidence
to suggest he ever did. But the CIA has also worked with
all kinds of people and organizations called "cut-outs" that
were not on the payroll and had no official affliation with
the government.

"Chip Tatum - Presidential Secrets: Iran-Contra & CIA drug trafficking"



911operationgladio, February 26, 2015
https://youtu.be/kewhd_ORZos?si=_I015U8e1gNOwG6Z

Smugglers sold the illegal product to the mob, which
owned trucks to distribute the drugs all over America.
Proceeds were used to buy weapons and illegally give
them to Latin Americans working with the US to overthrow
the government of Nicaragua. Mobsters sold coke to drug
dealers who turned the coke into crack and sold it to kids
on the streets. During this era the song "Smuggler's Blues"
by Glenn Frey was a 1986 hit that vividly described what
seemed to be happening with drug smuggling from South
and Central America into Miami. The song was used in an
episode of the TV series Miami Vice about that very topic.

Pardon the Elite Druggies and War Criminals

Even though Reagan's presidency ended in a dismal cloud
of uncertainty over the Iran-Contra scandal, his successor
George Bush made sure the issue disappeared by the end
of his term. He buried the story in late 1992 by issuing
pardons to six Reagan officials convicted of crimes in the
trading of arms for hostages involving Iran and multiple
other nations. The list of pardons included ex-Defense
Secretary Caspar Weinberger, whose private notes
suggested President Bush approved illegal shipments of
secret weapons to Iran.



President George Bush

Independent prosecuter Lawrence Walsh launched his
case against Reagan officials participating in illegal
weapons trading in 1986. In December 1992 Bush shut it
all down with the pardons, even for three officials who
pleaded guilty. Weinberger had been indicted for
obstructing the government's investigation into Iran-Contra
weapons deals. Four of six pardons were for CIA
members.

"Bush Pardons 6 in Iran Affair, Aborting a Weinberger Trial; Prosecutor Assails 'Cover-
Uplll

The New York Times, by David Johnston, December 24, 1992
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/1224.html

In the case of National Security Council staff member
Oliver North, his illegal weapons dealings led to an initial



1989 felony conviction, but the verdict was reversed and
dropped in 1991. He was granted limited immunity from
prosecution in exchange for testifying before Congress
about Iran-Contra activities involving money laundering
and the illegal distribution of weapons. He had also
admitted to shredding documents at the request of CIA
Director Casey. During his 1987 testimony before
Congress, North admitted he had previously misled
Congress because he believed strongly in arming
"freedom fighters" trying to overthrow the Nicaraguan
government.

"Bush Pardons 6 in Iran Affair, Aborting a Weinberger Trial; Prosecutor Assails 'Cover-
Uplll

The New York Times, by David Johnston, December 24, 1992
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/learning/general/onthisday/big/1224.html

Instead of going to prison, the conspirator became a
media star, hosting his own nationally-syndicated right
wing radio talk show from 1995 to 2003. He became TV
co-host for MSNBC in 1999 then hosted his own Fox
News TV show War Stories with Oliver North from 2001 to
2016. But it wasn't the first time a convicted government
crook ended up becoming a high-paid media celebrity. Ex-
FBI agent G. Gordon Liddy was convicted for his 1972 role
in the Watergate burglary but was given just a suspended
jail sentence and probation. His 1980 autobiography sold
over a million copies. From 1992 to 2003 he was a popular
right-wing syndicated radio host then later became a Fox
News TV commentator.



"Radio Station to Give American Liberals a Voice"
The Guardian, by Duncan Campbell, February 19, 2003
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2003/feb/19/radio.usnews

Getting back to President George Bush, we'll probably
never know the most disturbing details about his role in
overseeing and allowing various illegal smuggling
activities while he served as VP. Ex-CIA agent Chip Tatum
stated in his podcasts that he personally knew Bush and
reported directly to him concerning drug smuggling
operations.

Using television cameras from the Oval Office to deliver a
disturbing dose of paranoia-based propaganda, Bush
warned the TV audience on September 5, 1989 about
America's "gravest domestic threat." Holding up a bag of
crack cocaine, Bush said, "lt's as innocent looking as
candy, but it's turning our cities into battle zones." It was
clear Bush wanted to step up the failed "war on drugs" that
had floundered since Nixon and then Reagan. Perhaps he
needed media to focus on a domestic issue while he
played secret games with foreign affairs.

"Why the crack cocaine epidemic hit Black communities first and worst"

NPR, by Tonya Mosley, July 13, 2023
https://www.npr.org/2023/07/13/1186778651/crack-cocaine-epidemic-when-crack-was-
king-donovan-x-ramsey

Bill Clinton ended up pardoning two of his close cocaine
buddies at the end of his presidency. Pardons went to his
half brother Roger Clinton and bond broker Dan Lasater,
both of whom were convicted of cocaine trafficking in the



eigthies. Lasater had been a large donor to Clinton's
Arkansas campaigns for governor and was a close friend
of Roger Clinton. In 1984 Roger Clinton testified in court
that Lasater once loaned him $8,000 to pay off a drug
dealer.

"Clinton's Brother Promised Pardons"

The Washington Post, by Susan Schmidt, February 24, 2001
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2001/02/24/clintons-brother-promised-
pardons/a62044ce-4daa-471c-b1f6-11221cdbed39/

"The Fall of a Bond Daddy"
Newsweek, January 23, 1994
https://www.newsweek.com/fall-bond-daddy-187358

Arkansas Governor then President Bill Clinton

Did Bill Clinton ever do cocaine? The question is worth
asking since some of the people closest to him in private



and public life were heavy users. The way Roger Clinton
got busted was from appearing on videotapes planted by
narcotics agents. As mentioned in the Morris book
Partners in Power, Roger was caught on video telling a
supplier, "got to get some for my brother. He's got a nose
like a vacuum cleaner."

Jane Parks, the manager of a Little Rock apartment
complex where Bill and Roger regularly threw parties, told
The London Sunday Telegraph she could overhear them
talking about smoking marijuana and snorting cocaine.
More information about alleged claims involving Clinton
and cocaine smuggling during the Iran-Contra years can
be explored in the 1994 film The Clinton Chronicles: An
Investigation into the Alleged Criminal Activities of Bill
Clinton. The film is controversial on many levels, such as
claiming Clinton, as governor of Arkansas, shielded Barry
Seal's drug smuggling via Mena Airport from authorities.

"Partners in Power: The Clintons and Their America, By Roger Morris"
Los Angeles Times, by John Balzar, June 30, 1996
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1996-06-30-bk-19781-story.html

Bush Secures Contract for Speedboat Champ

Another strange death in the 1980s drug scene was
Miami-based Donald Aronow in February 1987. He was a
speedboat champion from the sixties through eighties who
had designed speedboats for famous people such as



Lyndon Johnson, the Shah of Iran and George Herbert
Walker Bush. Aronow sold a speedboat to his close friend
Bush while VP under Reagan. Bush was so impressed
with the work that he secured a $1.6 million government
contract for Aronow to build speedboats for custom
officials. They needed the boats for busting drug
smugglers off the Florida coast.

"The mystery behind the death of powerboat racing champion Don Aronow"

Boat International, October 20, 2022
https://www.boatinternational.com/yachts/editorial-features/don-aronow-power-florida-
boat-racing-champion-death

Ultimately, Aronow secretly sold his business - which
included the government contract - to known drug
smuggler and racer Ben Kramer. Aronow was aware of
Kramer's illegal activities. Kramer and his father bought
the company with laundered drug money. Aronow was
shot to death in his car at age 59 a day before he was
scheduled to testify before a grand jury. In 1996 Kramer
pleaded no contest to the manslaughter of Aronow and
was sentenced to 19 years in federal prison. Prosecutors
believed Aronow hired an assassin to kill the boat maker
over a bad business deal. Convicted murderer and
cocaine dealer Bobby Young admitted to killing Aronow in
2009 while serving a prison sentence.

"Conviction upheld in slaying of Florida boatbuilder"
Soundings Online
https://youtu.be/UYeVmMES55GBg?si=IXYUvRhdPZFVEzbS



Gary Webb Uncovers Government Drug Smuggling

Gary Webb was a journalist who wrote for the San Jose
Mercury News. In the nineties his investigation into the
ClA's involvement in drug trafficking led to a national
controversy. Webb had a history of investigative
journalism, working for newspapers in Cincinnati and
Cleveland prior to arriving at the Mercury News in 1988.
His 1996 series of articles called "Dark Alliance" alleged
illegal CIA activity involving drug trafficking.

Webb identified Nicaraguan smugglers Oscar Blandon and
Norwin Meneses as assisting the CIA to facilitate the
complex exchange of cocaine for weapons sent to the
contras. Webb also interviewed Los Angeles drug dealer
"Freeway Ricky Ross," who was convicted and received a
life sentence for drug trafficking. Ross was eventually
released in 2009 after cooperating with authorities.
Esquire Magazine reported that total sales of Ross' illegal
operation was close to a billion dollars throughout the
eighties. It turned out one of his drug sources was
Blandon, who was linked to the Iran-Contra Affair.

"Gary Webb and the Limits of Vindication"

Esquire Magazine, By Charles P. Pierce, June 18, 2013
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/politics/a18813/gary-webb-cia-drug-running-
story-061813/



Webb's reporting led to California Senators Barbara Boxer
and Dianne Feinstein along with Congress member
Maxine Waters calling for officials to investigate the CIA.
But as usual, the inquiry dissolved and officials began
pointing to Webb as an inaccurate messenger. Webb was
pressured to resign from the newspaper. He went on to
write for the Sacramento News and Review, but his high-
profile journalism career ended abruptly. He ran into
financial difficulty and was found dead in December 2004.
Police ruled two gunshots to his head were the result of
"suicide." The story was told in the 2014 documentary film
Kill The Messenger.

"Freeway Rick Ross on How He Introduced Crack to the U.S. and Made Millions Off the
War on Drugs"

ReasonTV, January 5, 2015

https://youtu.be/v9w3ql7h1G8?si=5XCHus1wmdJ7lyq3I

Unanswered Questions Lead to Independent
Investigative Reporting

As the decades unfold, you can only wonder why the
media doesn't bother to investigate some of the weirdest
events of all time. There was the JFK assassination in
which the president was completely unprotected in an
open motorcade - then his accused assassin was killed on
live TV by a mobster who was friends with the Dallas
Police. Then there was LBJ's big lie within the next year
that the US had been attacked in the Gulf of Tonkin,
leading to an escalation of the Vietnam War. More



senseless assassinations and illegal military action
followed.

Declassified files revealed secret illegal programs in both
the CIA and FBI. The CIA's MK Ultra program was just one
of multiple illegal clandestine operations uncovered by the
Church Committee. It turns out some hippy icons were
volunteers for the program, such as Grateful Dead
songwriter Robert Hunter. But that was never common
knowledge in the music world until the internet age. This
revelation does not mean the CIA and hippies had the
same agenda.

The FBI's COINTELPRO involved infiltrating left-leaning
organizations and coming up with schemes to discredit
them through bad publicity or arrest. Watergate, of course,
was another story about government corruption and
coverup. But the crimes didn't end there as Reagan's team
endulged in crooked shenanigans regarding the Iran-
Contra Affair. Bush did the cleanup work, but then he
adhered to the family tradition of using government to
stimulate war profits while pushing the national debt to
ridiculous levels.

Clinton at least tried to downsize the military, which was
cheered on by JFK researchers who uncovered the
disturbing criminal patterns of the military industrial
complex. He also balanced the budget for the first time in
decades. But beyond that, most of his two terms were full
of legislation he signed that made America more



corporate. People assumed that since Clinton came from
a small state he'd be more friendly to small businesses.
But the Telecom Act, which handed the radio industry to
big business, and other new laws empowered Wall Street
more than Main Street. Although Clinton campaigned
against Reaganomics, he helped elevate those same
principles.

The US mainstream media mainly ignored deep coverage
of these stories through the decades and has instead
presented emotional content about these events without
getting too detailed. A wave of YouTubers, however,
helped penetrate these secret topics with deeper long-
form discussions than what big networks allowed.



PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS (1972-2024)
Parties: Republican (R), Democrat (D)

YEAR WINNER (PARTY) - ELECTORAL VOTES LOSER (PARTY) - ELECTORAL VOTES
Richard Nixon (R) - 520 VS George McGovern (D) - 17

ge Bush (R) - 426 VS Michael Dukakis (D) - 111

1992
Bill Clinton iDi - 379 VS Bob Dole iﬂi - 159
ﬂ W. Bush iﬂi - 286 VS John KOH iDi - 251
Barack Obama iDi - 332 VS Mitt Romnﬂ ini - 206
Joe Biden iDI - 306 VS Donald Trumi ini - 232

"United States Presidential Elections"
Britannica
https://www.britannica.com/topic/list-of-United-States-presidential-elections-2080835
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